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FORECAST 
Rain or thundershowers 
would occur towards 
evening or night 


HYDERABAD 


JNTUH 
PhD list out 


Bog 


The lists of candidates 
for interview and 
schedule of interview 
for the external, indus- 
trial executives and full 
time URF) PhD pro- 
grammes-2024 are 
placed at JNTUH web- 
site www.jntuh.ac.in. 
Interviews are sched- 
uled on October 3, 4,5 
and 7 at Directorate of 
Admissions, JNTUH 
Campus, Kukatpally, a 
notification said. 


Max. tem: 32.0°C 
Min. tem: 21.4°C 
RH: 65% 
Rainfall: 61.5 mm 


HYDERABAD 


TG-SET-2024 
update 
V 


The candidates who 
have appeared for the 
TG-SET-2024 examina- 
tion have been in- 
formed that they can 
login into the TG-SET 
website with their hall 
ticket number and date 
of birth to access the 
Object Raising Module 
in their subject on the 
basis of the question 
ID. The office of the 
TG-SET-OU said the 
candidate can chal- 
lenge the preliminary 
key of any question of a 
subject by providing 
the reason and proof 
for that particular ob- 
jection and submit it. 
The module is available 
on ‘www.telan- 
ganaset.org’ from Sep- 
tember 24 to 26. 


HYDERABAD 
Admissions 
commence 
bed 


Symbiosis Centre for 
Management and 
Human Resource De- 
velopment (SCMHRD), 
a constituent of Sym- 
biosis International 
(Deemed University), 
announced the com- 
mencement of admis- 
sions for its MBA pro- 
grammes through 
SNAP 2024. The insti- 
tute is now accepting 
applications for MBA 
programme which of- 
fers specialisation in 
Marketing, HR Man- 
agement, Finance and 
Operations Manage- 
ment, MBA (Infrastruc- 
ture Development), 
and MBA (Business An- 
alytics) programmes. 
Log in to snaptest.org 
to apply. 


HYDERABAD 


Joint PG 
programme 
yy: 


Indian Institute of Man- 
agement Lucknow has 
signed a MoU with In- 
dian Institute of Tech- 
nology Kanpur to 
launch a joint post- 
graduate programme 
in health care manage- 
ment. This collabora- 
tion aims to address 
the growing need for 
leadership in the health 
care industry by inte- 
grating management 
principles with ad- 
vanced medical tech- 
nology. The program 
me will serve profe 
ssionals from various 
fields. The course is de- 
signed to blend expert- 
ise in medical technol- 
ogy with business 
administration, a press 
release said. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


New rain pattern 
erips Hyderabad 


While daytime remains pleasant, downpour lashes city at night 


CITY BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


Anew rain pattern seems to 
be settling down in Hyder- 
abad these days. The day- 
time remains pleasant, 
cloudy with a little bit of 
sunshine, and as the dusk 
approaches, the drizzle 
starts. And as the night pro- 
gresses, the rain gains inten- 
sity and lash the city till 
dawn hours. 

When most of Hyderabad 
was still asleep, heavy rain, 
accompanied by powerful 
thunderstorms and lightning 
struck the city early Mon- 
day. Most parts of the city 
and suburbs on Sunday night 
wintessed rains but the 
heavy downpour began at 
around 4 am. 

According to the Telan- 
gana Development Planning 
Society (TDPS), Sardar 
Mahal in Malakpet circle 
recorded the highest rainfall 
of 59.3 mm over a two-hour 
period, followed closely by 
Rooplal Bazar in Charminar 
with 58.0 mm. Other areas, 
including Mekalmandi and 
Rein Bazar, reported over 50 
mm of rainfall. 

As the day progressed, 
light to moderate rain show- 
ers were reported in areas 
such as Rajendranagar, 
Nampally, Patancheru, Gol- 
conda, and Kanchanbagh 
around noon. For most part 
of the day, the weather re- 
mained cloudy and pleasant 
interspersed with occa- 
sional showers while some 
parts of the city received 
more rains. By Monday 
evening, the rains returned 
in spells at Dundigal, Mal- 
lampet, Medchal, and other 


Vehicles make their way amid rain in Hyderabad on Monday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


Hyd CP holds meet with officials 


HYDERABAD: Hyderabad 
Police Commissioner, CV 
Anand along with MA&UD 
Principal Secretary, Dana 
Kishore held a high level 
meeting with officials of 
GHMC, HYDRAA, HMDA, 
Rachakonda and Cyber- 
abad Police to enhance 
coordination and quickly 
respond during heavy 
rains and flash floods in 
the city. 

The meeting empha- 
sised on proactive re- 
sponse by all the stake- 
holders and deliberated 
on the immediate meas- 
ures required which in- 


places. Those returning 
from workplaces in particu- 
larly were affected and were 


clude proper diversions, 
transmitting weather 
forecast notifications and 
traffic advisories to the 
public more quickly, put- 
ting signages at water 
logging points and work 
out engineering changes 
required to prevent water 
logging. It was decided to 
hold a joint workshop, 
form a high level commit- 
tee comprising traffic 
commissioners of tri-po- 
lice commissionerates, 
civic body and other de- 
partments to study the 
problems and work out 
the solutions. 


seen struggling to escape 
rains and hurrying back to 
reach their homes. 


Yashoda Hospitals hosts event 
on laproscopic, robotic surgeries 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Laparoscopic and robotic 
surgeries are revolutionis- 
ing urology, offering more 
precision, better outcomes, 
and an improved quality of 
life for patients, urologists 
— drawn from various 
parts of the country — said 
in a national-level training 
and scientific update pro- 
gramme titled ‘LAP- 
URO’24’. The event was or- 
ganised by Yashoda 
Hospitals, Hitec City, on 
Sunday. 

The programme featured 
a wide range of live surger- 
ies, including laparoscopic 
simple nephrectomy, retro- 
peritoneoscopic nephrec- 
tomy, adrenalectomy, and 


Experts, including 
Prof Dr Anant 
Kumar, Dr. Arvind 
Ganpule engaged 
in in-depth discus- 
sions on key topics 


robotic prostatectomy. The 
discussions further empha- 
sised the role of modern 
technology in transforming 
surgical procedures, mak- 
ing them safer and more ef- 
fective. 

Speaking on the occa- 
sion, Dr. Gutta Srinivas, 
senior urologist and kidney 
transplant surgeon, of 
Yashoda Hospitals, said, 
“Through programmes like 
LAP-URO, we aim to foster 


innovation in minimally in- 
vasive surgeries, ensuring 
that our patients receive 
the best care possible, with 
the least discomfort and 
quickest recovery times.” 

Events like LAP-URO’24 
are crucial for the continu- 
ous development of expert- 
ise and the incorporation of 
the latest technology in 
everyday practice, he 
added. 

Experts including Prof. 
Dr. Anant Kumar, Dr. 
Arvind Ganpule, Dr. Jamal 
Rizvi, and Dr. Sreeharsha, 
engaged in in-depth dis- 
cussions on key topics 
ranging from _ radical 
prostatectomy to renal 
transplants, setting new 
benchmarks in urological 
care. 


The IMD forecast ex- 
pected impact in the form of 
water pooling on roads and 
low-lying areas in some lo- 
cations, traffic congestions 
at many locations and wet 
and slippery roads apart 
from other disturbance in 
electricity and water sup- 
plies. The city is expected to 
experience similar weather 
conditions with rains on 
Tuesday too. According to 
the forecasts, intense spells 
could be in areas such as 
Cantonment, Kukatpally, 
Yousufguda, Jubilee Hills, 
Khairatabad, Begumpet, 
Moosarambagh, Secunder- 
abad, Osmania University, 
Amberpet, Malakpet, and 
Charminar. 

The GHMC has been put 
on high alert to monitor the 
situation and respond 
quickly to potential flooding 
or tree falls. 


CCT Hyderabad to host 
creative workshops 


Event open to individuals aged 10 and above 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Crafts Council Telangana in 
Banjara Hills is gearing up 
to host a series of hands-on 
workshops, blending cre- 
ativity with eco-friendly 
practices. 

From September 26 to 28, 
CHURN: 2024, a three-day 
event showcasing interac- 
tive workshops and a mar- 
ketplace of ethical, eco- 
friendly products, will unite 
local artisans with eco-con- 
scious shoppers. This free- 
entry event offers a unique 
opportunity to explore a 
wide array of sustainable, 
homegrown brands. In ad- 
dition, two workshops will 


be held on September 28, 
bringing together like- 
minded individuals inter- 
ested in indigenous crafts 
and sustainable living. 

Led by Kerala mural artist 
Shibina Manoj, Terracotta 
and Bamboo Pendant work- 
shop will guide participants 
in creating stunning jew- 
ellery using terracotta and 
bamboo, two highly sustain- 
able materials. 

Scheduled from 10 am to 
12.30 pm, this hands-on 
class is open to individuals 
aged 10 and above. Partici- 
pants will not only leave 
with a unique handmade 
piece but also a newfound 
appreciation for eco-con- 
scious crafting. The fee for 


this session is Rs 800, inclu- 
sive of materials. 

For those looking to ex- 
plore other natural materi- 
als, the Coconut Shell Craft 
workshop offers a fascinat- 
ing dive into sustainable 
craftsmanship. Participants 
will learn to create beautiful 
objects using coconut 
shells, fostering creativity 
and mindfulness about re- 
source usage. This session 
will also take place on Sep- 
tember 28 at CCT Spaces. 
It’s open to all and encour- 
ages everyone to experi- 
ment with the versatility of 
coconut shells. Interested 
individuals can reach out to 
9949455533 for more infor- 
mation and registrations. 


Amara Raja’s HR case 
study listed in HBSP 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Amara Raja Group on 
Monday announced that 
its latest case study 
‘Transforming the HR 
Function for Vision 2025 
and Beyond’, has been 
listed by Harvard Business 
School Publishing (HBSP). 

Developed by Prof. Biju 
Varkkey of IIM Ahmed- 
abad and Dr. Fareen 
Fathima of XLRI Jamshed- 
pur, the case study is 
about Amara Raja Group’s 
innovative HR transfor- 
mation efforts. 

This is for the second 
time an Amara Raja case 
study has been published 
by HBSP, following the 
2019 release of ‘The 
Amara Raja Group: Build- 


ing HRM Capabilities’. 
The new case study offers 
insights into the Group’s 
HR strategy and its aim to 
reshape the HRM land- 
scape. 


Availability 
The case has been incorpo- 
rated into the Harvard 
Business School case repos- 
itory under an arrangement 
with IIM Ahmedabad, en- 
suring its availability to ed- 
ucators and learners glob- 
ally, a press release said. 
Vikramadithya Gouri- 
neni, ED, said, “Our com- 
mitment to non-migratory 
employment, upskilling our 
rural workforce, and estab- 
lishing processes that en- 
able global-level perform- 
ance are central to our 
success.” 


Online 
certificate 
courses 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Indian Institute of Tech- 
nology Madras, as a part of 
its ITM School Connect’ 
programme, is now offer- 
ing two certificate course 
programmes in ‘Data Sci- 
ence and AI’ and ‘Elec- 
tronic Systems’ for school 
students, which will guide 
them to make informed 
choices about their higher 
education and careers. 
The courses have been 
designed by IIT Madras 
professors, with content 
specifically tailored for 
school students. Schools 
interested in partnering 
with IIT Madras can regis- 
ter through the following 
link — https://school-con- 
nect.study.iitm.ac.in/ 


Sculptures, which were set up near Durgam Cheruvu earlier as part of the beautification project, are in bad shape 
due to lack of maintenance by authorities concerned. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


@) 


SPACE Toon 
exhibition 
from today 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Department of Lan- 
guage & Culture, Telan- 
gana in association with 
Hyderabad Forum for Po- 
litical Cartoonists, Confed- 
eration of Telugu Region 
Malayalee Associations 
(CTRMA) and Kerala Car- 
toon Academy is jointly or- 
ganising ‘SPACE Toon’, a 
space-themed cartoon ex- 
hibition at Ravindra 
Bharathi on September 24 
from 4 pm onwards 

The exhibition will be in- 
augurated by ISRO chair- 
man Dr S Somanath, and 
Tourism Minister Jupally 
Krishna Rao will grace the 
event as chief guest. The 
expo will be on for five 
days. It would showcase 
thought-provoking and cre- 
ative cartoons on the theme 
of ‘space exploration and 
its significance in modern 
times’. CTRMA Chairman, 
Libby Benjamin will attend 
the event as special guest. 


Badlapur sexual assault case 
accused shot dead by police 


MUMBAI 


Akshay Shinde, accused of 
sexually assaulting two 
minor girls at a school in 
Badlapur town of Maha- 
rashtra, died in retaliatory 
firing by police after he 
snatched a cop’s pistol and 
opened fire on Monday, an 
official said. 

The incident occurred at 
6.15 pm when Shinde (24), 
was taken to Badlapur in 
Thane district from Taloja 
Jail in Navi Mumbai in a po- 
lice vehicle. When the vehi- 
cle reached Mumbra by- 
pass, Shinde allegedly 
snatched the pistol of one of 
the officers and fired two to 
three rounds, injuring an 
Assistant Police Inspector 
(APD). In response, another 
police officer opened fire on 
Shinde, injuring him criti- 
cally. Shinde was rushed to 
a hospital in Kalwa where 
he succumbed to his in- 
juries, the official said, 
adding that API Nilesh 


Maha CM, Home 
Minister say he died 
in retaliatory fire by 
police after he sna 
tched a cop’s pistol 
and opened fire 


More, injured in the firing 
by Shinde, is undergoing 
treatment at the hospital. 

According to a police offi- 
cer, four policemen and 
Shinde were travelling in 
the vehicle. The shootout 
occurred over a month after 
massive protests erupted on 
streets and at Badlapur rail- 
way station over the alleged 
sexual abuse of two girls by 
Shinde, who worked as a 
sweeper in the school. As 
the news of Shinde’s death 
spread, some people burst 
crackers in Badlapur town 
on Monday night. 

Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde and State Home 
Minister Devendra Fad- 


navis said police opened fire 
in self-defence, leading to 
Akshay Shinde’s death. “Ak- 
shay Shinde’s former wife 
has accused him of sexual 
assault and filed a complaint 
against him. Police were 
taking Shinde (to Badlapur) 
to investigate this com- 
plaint. He snatched the gun 
of a cop and opened fire at 
officials. He also fired in the 
air. Police shot at him in re- 
taliation,” Fadnavis said. 
Shinde, a _ contractual 
sweeper at the school in 
Badlapur, was arrested on 
August 17, five days after he 
allegedly sexually abused 
the two girls in the school 
toilet. On September 3, the 
Bombay High Court told the 
police to build a “water- 
tight” case and not file a 


charge sheet hurriedly 
under public pressure. 
Meanwhile, Opposition 


leaders expressed shock 
over the “encounter” and 
called for a detailed probe 
into the incident. er 


Hyd to celebrate 
Qadir Ali Baig 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Hyderabad is set to cele- 
brate theatre legend Qadir 
Ali Baig’s memory with a 
heart-rending new play by 
Qadir Ali Baig Theatre 
Foundation. The ‘Sunset - 
Sunrise’ will be staged at 
Novotel Hyderabad Con- 
vention Centre (HICC), on 
September 29 at 7.30 pm. 
Marking 40 years of the 
demise of the playwright- 
actor-director-producer, 
this original new produc- 
tion shall keep up the com- 
mitment he had towards 
quality theatre in the city. 
According to a press re- 
lease, ‘Sunset-Sunrise’, the 
play in English, is anuanced 
take on empty-nest syn- 
drome, generation gaps and 
the emotional struggles of 
successful Indian children 
working abroad, and em- 
phasises all the things un- 
said between parents and 
children. Touching on the 
theme of NRIs and their 


‘Sunset - Sunrise’ 
will be staged at 
Novotel Hyderabad 
Convention Centre 
(HICC), on Septem- 
ber 29 at 7.30 pm 


ageing parents in India, the 
play highlights the conflict- 
ing emotions and complex- 
ities of the all-too-common 
situation. 

The story follows a sup- 
posedly-traditional mother 
who has pushed her son to 
making it big in his career, 
which seems to be the 
cause of a wedge between 
them. The play is written by 
Noor Baig and is designed 
and directed by Moham- 
mad Ali Baig. 

Veteran actor Rashmi 
Seth plays the mother, 
Vijay Kumar Yadav her 
husband, and Mohammad 
Ali Baig the son. Bookings 
on www.bookmyshow.com 


93-year-old 
undergoes 
surgery, 
recovers 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A 93-year-old man, who 
was diagnosed with cancer 
of the colon, underwent a 
surgery and made steady 
recovery after discharge at 
American Oncology Insti- 
tute. The nonagenarian 
was admitted with abdom- 
inal pain and weight, and 
after evaluations, the surgi- 
cal team performed a com- 
plex procedure known as 
laparoscopic-assisted radi- 
cal right hemi colectomy 
that involved taking out 
part of the right side of the 
colon, and reconnecting 
the remaining parts of the 
intestine. 

Dr Pratap Varma, surgi- 
cal oncology & thoracic 
surgery, laparoscopic, ro- 
botic, and HIPEC surgeon, 
said, “Given the patient’s 
age, we were very mindful 
of risks. However, his re- 
silience allowed us to per- 
form surgery with success.” 
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} Dissanayake sworn in 
as Sri Lanka President 


Says he will usher in ‘Renaissance’, goal is to 
elevate economic crisis-stricken country 
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Class V girl dies 

of dengue fever 
MANCHERIAL: A Class V 
student, who was diag- 
nosed with dengue 
fever, died while under- 
going treatment at a 
hospital in Hyderabad on 
Monday. Dyavanapalli 
Deeksha (12) from 
Itikyala village in Luxet- 
tipet mandal breathed 
her last while under 
treatment at a hospital 
in Hyderabad. She was 
admitted to the hospital 
when her condition dete- 
riorated five days ago. 


3 naxals killed 

in encounter 
NARAYANPUR: Three 
naxalites, including a 
woman, were killed in an 
encounter with security 
personnel in Chhattis- 
garh’s Narayanpur dis- 
trict on Monday, police 
said. The gunfight broke 
out at around 4 pm inthe 
forest of Abhujmaad on 
the Chhattisgarh-Maha- 
rashtra inter-border 
when a joint team of se- 
curity personnel was out 
on an anti-naxal opera- 
tion, he said. et 


Iron rods found on 
Punjab rail tracks 
CHANDIGARH: Nine iron 
rods were found on the 
tracks in Punjab’s 
Bathinda district, dis- 
rupting railway traffic 
for a brief period, offi- 
cials said on Monday. 
The rods were found on 
Sunday near Bangi Nagar 
on the Delhi-Bathinda 
route. A GRP official said 
a goods train loco pilot 
spotted the rods. “We 
recovered nine iron rods 
from the spot,” said the 
official. et 


Another bridge 
collapses in Bihar 
PATNA: A portion of an 
under-construction 
bridge collapsed in 
Bihar’s Patna district. No 
one was injured in the in- 
cident. The incident 
comes in the backdrop 
of over a dozen bridges 
and causeways col- 
lapsed in several Bihar 
districts recently. The 
construction of Bakhti- 
yarpur-Tajpur Ganga 
Mahasetu has been 
supervised by the 
BSRDCL. et: 


CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 


With skin... 
Skinless... wn Rs.243 
Egg Rate (12 eggs) esses Rs. 74 


Report acknowledges 356 killed as Israel 


BRS role in TG growth bombs Lebanon 


Outlines State’s journey towards becoming $1 tn economy 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The Congress might hate its 
political rival, the BRS, but 
the party’s government has 
no way out but to acknowl- 
edge the growth that Telan- 
gana, the country’s youngest 
State, achieved under the K 


Chandrashekhar Rao-led 
government in the last 10 
years. 


The latest instance where 
the Congress government in 
the State had to indirectly 
acknowledge the BRS gov- 
ernment’s efforts in devel- 
oping the State since its for- 
mation was during the AI 
Summit held in the city re- 
cently. This happened when 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy released a report 
published by the World 
Trade Centre Shamshabad, 
a member of the interna- 
tional World Trade Centres 
Association (WTCA). 

The report, titled ‘Telan- 
gana’s Growth Story’, has 
people such as WTCA chair- 
man John E Drew and exec- 
utive director Robin Van 
Puyenbroeck remarking that 
Telangana’s “impressive 
evolution from its formation 
to its emergence as a signifi- 


Efforts yield results 


WORLD TRADE CENTRE SHAMSHABAD’S REPORT, TITLED ‘TELANGANA’S GROWTH STORY’, HAILS THE 
PREVIOUS BRS GOVERNMENT’S EFFORTS IN DEVELOPING THE STATE. HERE ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS 


HFy 23 


cant economic powerhouse 
in India” was “a testament to 
the resilience, innovation 
and strategic vision of its 
people and leaders”. 


Even while outlining 
Telangana’s journey to- 
wards becoming a $1 trillion 
economy by 2036, the report 
states that the strategic 
focus on sectors such as 
Pharmaceuticals & Life Sci- 
ences, Global Capability 
Centres (GCCs), Informa- 


HEFY 30 (IN US$ BILLION) 


tion Technology (IT), and 
Agriculture & Food Pro- 
cessing was clear. All these 
were sectors that the previ- 
ous BRS government placed 
high focus on. 

“The State’s GCC market 
is thriving, with a strong tal- 
ent pool and cost-effective 
real estate, making it an at- 
tractive destination for 
MNCs. The IT sector has al- 
ways been a major contribu- 
tor to the State’s economy, 


Pharma City project still 
on, State govt tells HC 


LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 
Hyderabad 


Contrary to its earlier state- 
ment that the Pharma City 
project initiated by the pre- 
vious BRS government was 
scrapped, the Congress gov- 
ernment on Monday told 
the High Court that the proj- 
ect was still on. 

The Revanth Reddy gov- 
ernment, in fact, reaffirmed 
before the court its commit- 
ment to the Pharma City 
project, despite ongoing 
legal challenges from local 
farmers. Advocate General 
A Sudarshan Reddy an- 
nounced that the project, 
initiated under the previous 
BRS administration through 
GO 3], remains intact. 

Justice K Lakshman 
presided over a series of 
writ petitions and contempt 
cases brought forth by about 
150 petitioners from the vil- 
lages of  Medipally, 


Reaffirms before the 
court its commitment 
to the project, despite 
ongoing legal 
challenges from 

local farmers 


Nanaknagar and Kurmida. 
The farmers had contested 
the government’s land ac- 
quisition efforts, success- 
fully obtaining court orders 
to set aside the acquisition 
awards in Medipally and 
Kurmida, while acquisition 
proceedings in Nanaknagar 
were stayed. 

The core issue raised by 
the petitioners centred on 
the government’s continued 
inclusion of their lands in a 
prohibition list, which has 
barred them from accessing 
various benefits, including 
Rythu Bandhu, crop loans 


Possession of child porn 
material an offence: SC 


NEW DELHI 


In a path-breaking judge- 
ment, the Supreme Court on 
Monday held that mere pos- 
session of any child porno- 
graphic material will consti- 
tute offences under the 
POCSO and the IT laws 
even if they are not dissem- 
inated further. 

Observing that “sexual 
exploitation of children is a 
pervasive and deeply rooted 
issue that has plagued soci- 
eties worldwide and been a 
matter of serious concern in 
India”, it termed as “egre- 
gious” the verdict of the 
Madras High Court on the 
issue and set it aside. 

On January ll, the HC had 
quashed the criminal pro- 
ceedings against a 28-year- 
old man charged with 
downloading pornographic 
content involving children 
on his mobile phone, saying 


Path-breaking judgement 


SC SETS ASIDE MADRAS HC ORDER THAT SAID MERE 
DOWNLOADING, WATCHING CHILD PORNOGRAPHY NOT AN 
OFFENCE UNDER POCSO ACT, IT ACT 


» Suggests Parliament 
should seriously 
consider bringing 
amendment to POCSO 
Act for substituting term 
‘child pornography’ 
with ‘child sexual 


exploitative and 
abuse material’ 


Says Centre may 
consider to bring about 
suggested amendment 
to the POCSO Act by 
way of ordinance 


mere possession and down- 
loading of such porno- 
graphic materials did not 
constitute offences under 
the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act and the Infor- 
mation Technology (IT) 
Act. “The HC committed an 


© SC puts all courts to notice that 
term ‘child pornography’ shall not 
be used in any judicial order or 
judgment, instead ‘child sexual 
exploitative and abuse material’ 
(CSEAM) should be endorsed 


© Implementing comprehensive 
sex education programmes that 
include information about the 
legal and ethical ramifications 
of child pornography can help 
deter potential offenders 


© Schools can play crucial role in 
early identification, intervention 


egregious error in passing 
the impugned judgment. 
We are left with no other 
option but to set aside the 
judgment... and restore the 
proceedings to the court of 
Sessions Judge, Mahila 
Neethi Mandram,” the apex 
court said. pri 


and the ability to conduct 
transactions on their prop- 
erties. The Advocate Gen- 
eral asserted that the gov- 
ernment stands in favour of 
farmers and plans to negoti- 
ate a fair compensation for 
those affected. He assured 
the court that Rythu Bandhu 
benefits would be disbursed 
alongside the compensa- 
tion. But the petitioners’ 
counsel criticised this ap- 
proach, arguing that Rythu 
Bandhu was essential for 
seasonal agricultural invest- 
ments and should not be de- 
layed. He said the farmers 
had endured the fallout 
from unsuccessful land ac- 
quisition attempts for the 
last seven years. 

While some petitioners 
started receiving Rythu 
Bandhu benefits following 
the filing of contempt cases, 
the counsel said not all af- 
fected farmers were ac- 
counted for. (SEE PAGE 2) 


°o Since formation, ‘IT exports more 
than quadrupled at compounded 
annual growth rate of 17.31%’ 


© ‘Impressive evolution from formation 
to emergence as significant 
economic powerhouse in India’ 


© Growth is ‘testament to resilience, 
innovation and strategic vision of 
people and leaders’ 


© ‘IT sector always major contributor 
to State’s economy’ 


© ‘Inlast 10 years, IT/ITES sector 
in State witnessed rapid growth’ 
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with robust infrastructure 
and a vibrant technology 
ethos. The Agriculture & 
Food Processing industry 
benefits from abundant raw 
materials, storage and pro- 
cessing infrastructure. With 
nine agriculture universities 
and numerous R&D insti- 
tutes, Telangana is nurtur- 
ing local talent and innova- 
tion, particularly in dryland 
agriculture and food tech- 
nology,” it states. (Gee PAGE 2) 


24 children 
among dead, 
over 1,240 
injured in 
strikes 


BEIRUT 


Lebanon’s Health Ministry 
said the death toll from Is- 
raeli strikes in Lebanon on 
Monday increased to 356, in- 
cluding 24 children. 

The barrage is the dead- 
liest since the 2006 Israel- 
Hezbollah war as the Israeli 
military warned residents in 
southern and_ eastern 
Lebanon to evacuate ahead 
of a widening air campaign 
against Hezbollah. Thou- 
sands of Lebanese fled the 
south, and the main high- 


way out of the southern port 
city of Sidon was jammed 
with cars heading toward 
Beirut in the biggest exodus 
since 2006. 

More than 1,240 people 
were wounded in the 
strikes, the Health Ministry 
said — a staggering one-day 
toll for a country still reeling 
from a deadly attack on 
communication devices last 
week. The toll surpassed 
that of Beirut’s devastating 
port explosion in 2020, 
when hundreds of tonnes of 
ammonium nitrate stored in 
a warehouse detonated, 
killing at least 218 people 
and wounding over 6,000. 

Meanwhile, in a recorded 
message, Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
urged Lebanese civilians to 
heed Israeli calls to evacu- 
ate, saying “take this warn- 
ing seriously.” “Please get 
out of harm’s way now,” Ne- 


tanyahu said. “Once our op- 
eration is finished, you can 
come back safely to your 
homes,” he added. 

The Israeli military said 
on Monday evening it had 
carried out a targeted strike 
in Beirut. It did not give de- 
tails. Lebanon’s state-run 
National News Agency re- 
ported the Beir al-Abed 
neighbourhood in southern 
Beirut was hit with three 
missiles. Hezbollah’s Al- 
Manar TV said six people 
were wounded. The area 
was cordoned off and jour- 
nalists were not allowed ac- 
cess. Lebanese Health Min- 
ister Firass Abiad said the 
earlier strikes hit hospitals, 
medical centres and ambu- 
lances. The government or- 
dered schools and universi- 
ties to close and began 
preparing shelters for peo- 
ple displaced from the 
south. AP (REPORTS PAGE 7) 


Worm-infested rice in mid-day meals 


STATE BUREAU 
Kodangal 


Students of the Primary and 
Zilla Parishad School at 
Kommuru village in Gun- 
damal mandal in Chief Min- 
ister A Revanth Reddy’s 
constituency of Kodangal 


have complained of worm- 
infested rice being served to 
them. Former Kodangal 
MLA Patnam Narender 
Reddy, along with a few 
local leaders, visited the 
school on Monday. When 
they inspected the store- 
room, they came across rice 


bags infested with worms. 
Videos of the rice were 
shared on social media. In 
one of the videos, the leaders 
were seen asking the staff 
about the poor quality rice 
being used in mid-day 
meals. The staff said the rice 
was stored for three months. 


A farmer runs with his bulls during a bull ploughing competition in Kozhikode district of Kerala on Monday. — Photo: PTI 


BRS fact-finding 
panel arrested 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Police on Monday arrested 
members of the BRS fact- 
finding committee, formed 
to investigate maternal and 
infant mortalities at Gandhi 
Hospital and assess the con- 
dition of government 
healthcare across the State. 
Former Deputy Chief 
Minister Dr T Rajaiah, MLA 
Dr K Sanjay and former 
MLA Dr Metuku Anand 
were among those detained 
before being taken to the 
Narayanguda police station. 
The arrests took place as 
the committee was on its 
way to Gandhi Hospital, 
with heavy police presence 
deployed at the site. 
Despite attempts by po- 
lice to block their move- 
ment, Sanjay and Anand, 
along with BRS MLA Maga- 
nti Gopinath, managed to 


reach Gandhi Hospital, 
where they were arrested. 
Similar actions were re- 
ported in Warangal, where 
BRS MLA Palla Rajeshwar 
Reddy was also detained 
ahead of his planned visit to 


the local government 
hospital. 
The BRS committee 


members, all medical pro- 
fessionals, maintained that 
their visit was a non-politi- 
cal effort to assess public 
healthcare and offer recom- 
mendations. 

“Why is the government 
afraid of our visit? Are they 
trying to hide the maternal 
and infant deaths in Gandhi 
Hospital, or are they scared 
that their failures will be ex- 
posed?” they asked. 

BRS working president 
KT Rama Rao condemned 
the arrests, calling it an at- 
tack on transparency and 
accountability.  (seEPAGE2) 


@) 


India reports first 
Mpox case of 
Clade Ib strain 


NEW DELHI 


India has reported the first 
case of the Mpox strain, 
which led to the WHO de- 
claring it a public health 
emergency last month, ina 
patient from Kerala who 
had tested positive last 
week, official sources said 
on Monday. 

They said Clade lb strain 
has been detected in a 38- 
year-old man from Malap- 
puram district, who re- 
cently returned from the 
UAE. The patient is stable, 
the sources said, adding 
that “this was the first case 
of the current strain that 
led to the World Health 
Organization declaring 
Mpox a public health emer- 
gency last month for a sec- 
ond time”. The earlier case 
that emerged in the na- 
tional capital was a 26- 
year-old, who tested posi- 
tive for Clade 2 strain. pri 


TTD performs 
purification rituals 


TIRUPATI 


Tirumala Tirupati Dev- 
asthanams (TTD) Execu- 
tive Officer J Shyamala Rao 
on Monday said devotees 
can set aside their appre- 
hensions regarding laddus 
at the temple as the sanctity 
of the prasadams have been 
restored with a four-hour 


purification ritual. 
The ritual was aimed at 
propitiating Lord 


Venkateswara Swamy from 
the alleged sacrilegious 
practices such as mixing an- 
imal fats in making Tirupati 
laddus and others. “The 
holy ritual was a sin-free rit- 
ual. As part of it Vastu Sud- 
dhi (and) Kumbhajala Sam- 
prokshana were carried out 
by the ritwiks (priests),” 
Rao was quoted as saying in 
a press release. 

According to the temple 
body, Shanti Homam was 
conducted as per the tenets 


of Vaikhanasa Agama in the 
Yagashala (ritual place) of 
Tirumala temple from 6 am 
to 10 am to ward off the ill 
effects, and restore the 
sanctity of laddu prasadams 
and other naivedyams (food 
offerings to deity) along 
with the well-being of Sri- 
vari (deity) devotees. 
Priests were seen sprin- 
kling holy water in potu 
(kitchen where laddus are 
made) and on the ingredi- 
ents. Rao said devotees can 
set aside their fears about 
the quality of laddu 
prasadams and naivedyams. 
Venugopala Deekshitulu, 
one of the chief priests, and 
Agama advisor Moha- 
narangacharyulu said ritu- 
als such as Sankalpam, 
Vishwaksena  Aradhana, 
Punyahavachanam, Vastu 
Homam, Kumbha Pratista, 
Panchagavya Aradhana 
were performed. et 
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 5) 
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HYDERABAD 
Ganja-laced 
chocolates 
V 


The Cyberabad Special 
Operations Team (SOT) 
on Monday caught a 
man who was selling 
ganja-laced chocolates 
inthe city. The team 
seized 12 kilograms of 
chocolates packed in 
64 packets from him. 
The man Tamk Issar 
Singh (55), aresident 
of Jagadgirigutta and a 
native of Punjab was 
bringing the choco- 
lates from Punjab and 
selling them to con- 
struction workers in 
the city outskirts, said 
D Srinivas, DCP Special 
Operations Team. 


HYDERABAD 
Gambling 
den raided 
Wy 


The Rachakonda Spe- 
cial Operations Team 
raided a gambling den 
at Vanasthalipuram 
and caught five per- 
sons on Sunday night. 
The police seized 
65,000 in cash from 
them. Acting ona tip- 
off, the team raided a 
house where the 
people had assembled 
and played three 

card games. All the 
persons are handed 
over to Vanasthalipu- 
ram police station for 
further action. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Man held for killing 
brother-in-law 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Golconda police took 
into custody one person 
who had allegedly mur- 
dered his brother-in-law on 
Sunday night. 

The victim Mohd Saleem, 
(40) a resident of Asifnagar 
came to his in-laws’ house 
located at Jammali Kunta, 


Golconda when his brother- 
in-law Shaik Sadiq hacked 
him to death with a ma- 
chete. “There were some 
family issues between 
Saleem and his wife since 
the time of marriage. On 
Sunday, when Saleem went 
to discuss and sort out the 
issue, he was hacked to 
death by Sadiq,” said Gol- 
conda ACP, Syed Fayaz. 


Ten held for trying 
to sell newborn 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A ten-member gang who 
were allegedly trying to sell 
a newborn was arrested by 
the Chandrayangutta police 
on Monday. The arrested 
are Shaik Ismail, Sulthana 
Begum, Mehdi Ali, Fathima 
Rehmath, Syed Imtiaz, 
Najma Begum, Feroz Khan, 
Sayeeda Shaik, Nafeez 


Begum and Sayeeda 
Begum. The prime suspect 
Mehdi Ali, encouraged a 
couple Shaik Ismail and his 
wife Sultana Begum to sell 
their newborn boy to a 
childless couple. The cou- 
ple agreed to sell the baby 
for Rs 2.5 lakh. Mehdi then 
took the photograph of the 
child and circulated it ina 
WhatsApp group of bro- 
kers. They were caught. 


BJP membership drive 
launched in Charminar 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BJP’s membership drive 
Sadasyata 2024 in Charmi- 
nar Assembly constituency 
was kicked off by State Con- 
vener N Ramchander Rao. 
The initiative aims to renew 
current memberships and 
attract new members. 
Senior leader Mir Fi- 
rasath Ali Baqri said BJP is 
the only party expanding its 
work by following the dem- 


ocratic processes as per the 
constitution of its party and 
is continuously making it- 
self capable of fulfilling the 
hopes and aspirations of the 
common people of the 
country. Firasath Ali Baqri 
targets one lakh minority 
community members in 
Hyderabad. 

BJP Hyderabad convener 
K Geetha Murthy, State vice 
president Minority Morcha 
Alka Manoj and others par- 
ticipated in the drive. 


‘Discipline, focused study 
key to career in civil services’ 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


ivil servants are 
game changers in 
society, and to be- 


come one requires disci- 
pline and focused study, 
said Dr G Vivekananda, 
Assistant Director at the 
Ministry of Defence, dur- 
ing a seminar titled ‘Civil 
Services - the G.O.A.T 
Career for a Fresh Gradu- 
ate,’ organised by Telan- 
gana Today’ and Namas- 
the Telangana in collab- 
oration with Reflections 
IAS Academy at St Peters 
Engineering College, 
Medchal, on Monday. 

Dr Vivekananda shared 
valuable insights on, en- 
couraging students to 
identify challenges and 
provide solutions. He em- 
phasised that securing a 
civil servant position not 
only offers job security 
but also provides the op- 
portunity to become a so- 
cietal game changer and 
address pressing issues. 
He debunked the myth 
that only students from 


Dr G Vivekananda, Assistant Director, Ministry of Defence, 
speaking at the seminar in St Peters Engineering College. 


prestigious institutions 
like IITs or medical back- 
ground should attempt the 
UPSC exams, highlighting 
that those from regular 
degree programmes are 
equally capable. 
Responding to a query 
from Harsha, a final-year 
student, Dr Vivekananda 
advised students to main- 
tain focus and consis- 
tency, suggesting that 
success could be achieved 
in less than two years 
with the right approach. 
Ramana Muppala, 
founder and director of 
Reflections IAS Academy, 
said the UPSC releases 


Report acknowledges BRS 
role in TG growth 


“The State is also rapidly emerg- 
ing as a key player in India’s aero- 
space and defence sectors, at- 
tracting significant investment 
and promising thousands of jobs, 
along with fostering startups and 
private sector investments into 
spacetech,” the report notes. 
One of the most important sec- 
tions in the report is the one on 
Telangana’s IT and ITES sector, 
led by BRS working president 
KT Rama Rao from 2014 to 2023. 
The report notes that in the 
last 10 years, the IT/ITES sector 
in the State witnessed rapid 
growth and, going by the current 
growth rate, the IT exports are 
projected to grow to $52.5 billion 
by 2030 from the $29 billion in 
the 2022-23 financial year. It says 


$52.5 billion. 


More realistically, considering 
Telangana’s rapid growth in the 
IT sector, the State may be able 
to achieve an IT exports share of 
close to 18 per cent amounting to 
$63 billion, the report says. In the 
nine years since the State came 
into existence, IT exports more 
than quadrupled at a com- 
pounded annual growth rate of 
17.31 per cent. IT sector exports 
account for 72 per cent of the 
total exports from the State, the 


report notes. 


Telangana contributes 15 per 
cent of the Indian IT exports as 
of 2024. Assuming the current 
rate of contribution continues 
through 2030, the State’s IT ex- 
ports are projected to grow to 


exam notifications annu- 
ally, and a candidate can 
attempt the exam up to 
six times. He discussed 
the motivating factors be- 
hind pursuing civil serv- 
ices and noted that it of- 
fers legitimate authority 
to serve society. 

Dr K Sree Latha, princi- 
pal of St Peters Engineer- 
ing College, encouraged 
students to participate in 
such seminars. She ex- 
tended her gratitude to 
Telangana Publications 
for organising the semi- 
nar. Dr Srikanth, Head of 
Training and Placements, 
was also present. 


omen dominate Civils 
with higher success rate 


Coaching experts attribute it to access to education and coaching 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
HYDERABAD 


In a remarkable shift, women 
have been consistently outper- 
forming men in the Civil Services 
Examination, achieving a higher 
success rate. The data released 
by the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) tells a com- 
pelling story of women’s success 
in one of the toughest examina- 


tions in the country. 


In Civil Services Main Exami- 
nation 2021, women recorded a 
success rate of 15.1 per cent, which 
was double than men, apart from 
17.9 per cent in 2020 and 14.6 per 
cent in 2019. In stark contrast, men 
had success rates of 7.2 per cent in 


2021, 6.6 per cent in 2020. 


Women in all communities 
have outperformed men in terms 
of success rate. Among categories, 
ST women recorded a high suc- 
cess rate of 20 per cent, followed 
by 18.5 per cent women in EWS 


R 


ll 


category, 15.3 per cent in OBC, 14.4 
per cent in SC and 14.2 per cent in 


general category in 2021. Coach- 
ing experts attribute the high suc- 


cess rate among women to several 


factors, including access to educa- 


tion and coaching. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


“Unlike men, women do not get 


more chances as there is pressure 
from the family to get married. So, 
pressure and their determination 
make them excel in the examina- 
tion,” says Deepika Reddy, Direc- 


tor of Shikara Academy. 


While women recorded a high 
success rate, the absolute number 
of women recommended for the 
appointment saw a slight decline 
from 238 in 2020 to 201 in 2021. 
The number of women candidates 
interviewed in 2020 and 2021 
were 437 and 408 respectively. 


age groups in 2021. 


The UPSC data revealed that 24.8 
per cent and 32.5 per cent, highest 
percentage among the appeared 
men and women respectively in 
Civils prelims 2021, were from the 
age group of 21-24 years. But in the 
Main examination, maximum 25 per 
cent men and 30.3 per cent women 
appeared were from the age group 


markable shift 


Candidates in the age group of 24-26 
years have achieved the highest ap- 
pointments to the Civil Services in 
the country compared to the other 


Candidates aged 24-26 lead exam 


of 24-26 years. Further, among 738 
recommended candidates for ap- 
pointment in Civil Services Exami- 
nation 2021, 22.5 per cent of the as- 
attempted 
another 22.2 per cent came out suc- 
cessful in their fourth attempt. 

“In general, most students seem to 
require two to three attempts to 
qualify for the examination, which 
points to the need for maturity and 
experience in writing the examina- 
tion. However, based on the report, 
it is advisable that candidates should 
take an attempt immediately after 
their graduation,” says Gopalakr- 
ishna, Director, Brain Tree. 
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Bachelor degree 


holders excel 


HYDERABAD: Candidates with 
bachelor’s degrees are found to be 
achieving higher success rates 
compared to those with higher de- 
grees. Among 748 candidates rec- 
ommended for appointment via the 
Civil Services Examination 2021, 
585 (78.2 per cent) were graduates 
and 163 (21.8 per cent) possessed 
post-graduate or higher qualifica- 
tions. Among the graduates, candi- 
dates with humanities degrees have 
a higher success rate with 47.8 per 
cent recommended for an appoint- 
ment while engineering graduates 
occupied second position with a 
42.2 per cent success rate. 


BRS leaders push for 42% BC reservation 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


National BC Commission’s 
former chairman Justice V 
Eshwaraiah stated that in- 
creasing BC reservation to 
42 per cent in Telangana is 
feasible, provided the gov- 
ernment is sincere in its en- 
deavours. He shared his 
views during a meeting with 
BRS BC leaders including 
BRS Opposition leader in 
Council S  Madhusud- 


hanachari, former Minister 
V Srinivas Goud, and Rajya 
Sabha MP _ Vaddiraju 
Ravichandra at the former’s 
residence here on Monday. 
The discussion centered 
on the Congress party’s Ka- 
mareddy Declaration, which 
promises 42 per cent reser- 
vation for backward classes 
in local bodies, and the need 
for a comprehensive caste 
census. They also discussed 
about the legal provisions 
pertaining to these two is- 


sues and a strategy to be 
adopted to achieve them. 
Speaking on the occas- 
sion, Justice Eshwaraiah 
said wherever the govern- 
ments are committed to 
people’s welfare, increasing 
reservation and other re- 
forms are achievable. BRS 
leaders vowed to continue 
fighting for the 42 per cent 
BC reservations, and ensure 
that the Congress govern- 
ment takes up a caste census 
as promised in its election 


manifesto. They decided to 
create awareness among 
people especially youth, in 
this regard. 

Several senior BRS lead- 
ers and former elected rep- 
resentatives, including 
MLCs Shambirpur Raju and 
L Ramana, attended the 
meeting. The BRS leaders 
vowed to sustain their ef- 
forts until the reservation 
was implemented in Telan- 
gana’s local bodies. 


Cricket betting 
racket busted 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Commissioner’s Task 
Force (central) team along 
with Sultan Bazaar police 
busted an international 
cricket betting racket and 
caught one person on Mon- 
day. The police seized Rs 8 
lakh in cash, a mobile 
phone, bike and currency 
counting machine from 
him. Vikas Jain and his 
aides was facilitating on- 
line betting. He worked as 
a collection agent for the 
gang based in Goa. 
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four weeks. 


Pharma City 
project still on, 
State govt tells HC 


Justice Lakshman requested 
the petitioners’ counsel to 
provide detailed informa- 
tion on which individuals 
were receiving benefits and 
which were not. He also in- 
structed the petitioners to 
submit their representa- 
tions to the relevant author- 
ities within a week, with a 
directive for a response 
within two weeks. 

The court also ordered 
the government to file an af- 
fidavit outlining the negoti- 
ations held with the vil- 
lagers and the steps taken to 
address their grievances. 
The matter has been sched- 
uled for further hearings in 


Mayor visits Smart City office 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Mayor G Vijayalaxmi along 
with 40 corporators visited 
the Smart City office of 
Lucknow at Lal Bagh where 
the operations of three 
command centres were ob- 
served. 

According to a press re- 
lease, these centres in- 
cluded the SWM — Com- 
mand Centre where the 
monitoring of door-to-door 
waste collection using bat- 
tery-operated autos hap- 
pens, Safe City Command 
Centre (Women & Child) 


where monitoring happens 
through Artificial Intelli- 
gence-based software sys- 
tems which operate CC 
cameras established at var- 
ious city centres, schools, 
colleges etc to closely mon- 
itor miscreant activities 
such as eve teasing, chain 
snatching and women 
abuse, among others. 

The Integrated Traffic 
Management Command 
Centre (Police & Vigilance) 
is where all traffic junctions 
are monitored through CC 
cameras. 

The Mayor and corpora- 
tors teams also visited the 


BRS fact-finding panel arrested 


“This must be a first — arresting 
members of a fact-finding committee. 
What exactly is this government 
scared of? If there is nothing to hide, 
let us investigate and improve public 
health,” Rama Rao said, adding that 
Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy’s 
ego was damaging Telangana’s wel- 
fare. Rama Rao challenged the Con- 
gress government to allow the com- 
mittee to investigate, arguing that the 
findings would benefit the public. 
“But your ego, Mr Cheap Minister, 
is single-handedly destroying Telan- 
gana. Stop playing with people’s 
lives,” (sic) he added, targeting the 
Chief Minister. Stating that truth 
could not be bulldozed or buried, he 
said notwithstanding the arrests, the 
BRS would not rest or stop until the 
reality was exposed. Later, Dr T Raja- 
iah held a press conference at Telan- 
gana Bhavan, where he demanded 


that the government declare a health 
emergency considering the rising ma- 
ternal and infant mortality, and surge 
in viral fevers. He lambasted Revanth 
Reddy and other Ministers for priori- 
tising personal luxuries, while leaving 
the State’s healthcare system in disar- 
ray. He contrasted this with former 
Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao’s tenure, during which, he said, 
Telangana had achieved major suc- 
cess in healthcare. Former MLA Dr 
Metuku Anand criticised the State 
government’s neglect of both educa- 
tion and healthcare. MLA Dr Sanjay 
also highlighted 
spread of viral fevers in the State, 
blaming the government’s focus on 
political games instead of public wel- 
fare. They vowed to continue their 
fight for better healthcare, despite the 
government’s attempts to suppress 
their efforts. 


the unchecked 


waste-to-wonder park 
named as ‘UP Darshan 
Park’ featuring replicas of 
16 famous monuments from 
the State, constructed using 
waste materials such as 
iron scraps, scraps of four- 
wheelers, rolling shutters, 
rusted almirah, tyre rims, 
bicycles frames and house- 
hold iron waste, among 
others. 

The models of monu- 
ments at the park include 
Lucknow Vidhan Sabha, 
Jhansi Fort, Taj Mahal, and 
Dudhwa National Park, ac- 
cording to a press release 
issued. 


State plans to 
issue digital 
cards to every 
family 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The Telangana govern- 
ment is planning to issue a 
digital card to every family 
in the State, which will be 
used to ration, health and 
other welfare schemes 
through a single card. 

Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy held a review 
meeting with the officials 
of the health and civil serv- 
ices department here on 
Monday. Since Rajasthan, 
Haryana and Karnataka 
have already issued cards 
compiling complete details 
of the families, the Chief 
Minister instructed offi- 
cials to study the imple- 
mentation, benefits and dif- 
ficulties associated with 
them and prepare a com- 
prehensive report. 

He also suggested that 
under a pilot project, one 
urban and one rural area 
should be selected under 
each Assembly  con- 
stituency across the State 
and the action plan for 
issue of family digital cards 
should be drawn up. 


Rs 220 cr women, child 
hospital by Aster DM 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Aster DM Healthcare will 
be launching the largest 
Women and Children Hos- 
pital in Hyderabad, a 300- 
bed state-of-the-art facility 
being developed with a 
cost of Rs 220 crore. 

The hospital, which will 
be the second such facility 
of the group apart from the 
one in Bengaluru, will offer 
specialised services in ob- 
stetrics, comprehensive gy- 
necological care and com- 
plete neonatal and 
paediatric care. 

The facility’s Phase 1 is 
expected to be completed 
by mid-FY26 and the hospi- 
tal will be fully functional 
by the last quarter of 2026. 
To provide advanced ma- 


Will offer spe- 
cialised services in 
obstetrics, compre- 
hensive gynecologi- 
cal care, neonatal 
and paediatric care 


ternal and pediatric care, 
the hospital will incorpo- 
rate high-end technology 
for specialty services, in- 
cluding a Cath lab, CT, MRI, 
ECMO, IVUS, EBUS, and 
ERCP. Additionally, it will 
offer 24/7 emergency care. 

Dr Azad Moopen, 
founder & chairman, Aster 
DM Healthcare, said the fa- 
cility will set new bench- 
marks in obstetric and pedi- 
atric healthcare. 
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SIDDIPET 


Steel bank 
inaugurated 
vd 


Dubbak MLA Kotha 
Prabhakar Reddy inau- 
gurated a steel bank 
set up by SHG women 
in Dubbak town on 
Monday. Speaking on 
the occasion, he under- 
lined the importance of 
avoiding the use of 
plastic in day-to-day 
life and also during 
functions. Reddy ap- 
preciated the women 
for coming up with 
such a wonderful initia- 
tive. He said that Sid- 
dipet had won laurels 
at the national level for 
setting up the banks in 
every nook and corner 
of the district. Earlier, 
the Dubbak MLA inau- 
gurated the School 
Games Federation 
(SGF) games at Zilla 
Parishad High School, 
Mirudoddi. 


HYDERABAD 


VHP for 
judicial probe 
V 


The Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) State 
unit has demanded 
that the AP govern- 
ment order a judicial 
probe by a sitting High 
Court judge into the al- 
legations of use of ani- 
mal fat in Tirupati lad- 
dus. Ina statement 
issued here on Mon- 
day, the members from 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana Kendriya 
Margadarshak Mandal 
of VHP stated that they 
were deeply hurt, con- 
cerned and outraged 
by the recent allega- 
tions of animal fat 
being used in ghee for 
laddus offered at the 
Tirumala Tirupati tem- 
ple and strongly con- 
demn this grave insult 
and injury to Hindu 
faith. 


News from 


SALE 


Harish slams govt for 


ce Khammam water crisis 


Says ruling Congress government good at destruction, not construction 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


Former Minister and senior 
BRS MLA T Harish Rao 
launched a scathing attack 
on the Congress govern- 
ment for its failure to ad- 
dress water crisis in Kham- 
mam district, leading to 
withering of crops. Holding 
the Congress government 
responsible for the crisis, he 
demanded the State govern- 
ment to compensate the 
farmers with Rs 25,000 per 
acre on a par with farmers 
whose crops were de- 
stroyed due to recent 
floods. 

Addressing mediaper- 
sons at Telangana Bhavan 
here on Monday, Harish 
Rao expressed deep con- 
cern over the drying up of 
crops in Khammam district, 
despite the Krishna river 
being in full flow. He stated 
that though the Palair reser- 
voir canal got breached on 
September 1, the Congress 
government left it unat- 
tended for the last 22 days 
which led to wastage of 
water and massive crop 
loss. 

“Though Nagarjuna 
Sagar Project is full, the 
crops under its ayacut are 
wilting. The negligence of 
the Congress government is 
destroying the livelihood of 
farmers,” he said. He criti- 
cised the Congress govern- 
ment for failing to act de- 
spite having three Ministers 
from Khammam district, 
asking whether this was the 
reward for the district that 
gave nine MLAs to the Con- 
gress. He observed that the 
Congress government was 
good at destruction in the 
name of HYDRAA, but not 
at construction and repairs 
of irrigation projects that 
concern lakhs of people. 

The former Minister 
questioned why, despite 
Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy inaugurating the 
Sitarama project, water was 
still not being supplied to 
the farmers of Palair. The 


A farmer points out to withering crop and dried-up field in Khammam as water shortage hits farm operations across the district. 


Congress was indifferent to 
the plight of the farmers, 
with protests erupting 
across Khammam and farm- 
ers besieging Nagarjuna 
Sagar Project offices in var- 
ious constituencies. “The 
government is in deep 
slumber, while farmers are 
in distress,” he lamented. 

Harish Rao also slammed 
the Congress government 
for failing to register FIRs 
against attackers who tar- 
geted BRS leaders during 
their visit to Khammam. He 
condemned the attack on 
BRS MLA V Sunita Lak- 
shma Reddy’s house in 
Narsapur. He warned offi- 
cials against getting too 
comfortable with the cur- 
rent regime, reminding 
them of the fate of such offi- 
cials in neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Stating that the State gov- 
ernment was using HY- 
DRAA as a political diver- 
sion, while lakhs of acres of 
crops were drying up and 
dengue fever was spreading 
across the State, Harish Rao 
said law and order had com- 
pletely failed, with the peo- 
ple suffering while the gov- 
ernment played politics. 


KTR questions BJP’s 
silence on AMRUT 


STATE BUREAU z 
— Bandi seeks 
CVC probe 


HYDERABAD: Union 
Minister of State for 
Home Bandi Sanjay de- 
manded the State gov- 
ernment to order Cen- 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao questioned the 
silence of BJP leaders from 
Telangana on the alleged Rs 
8,888 crore scam in 
AMRUT (Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation and Urban 


Transformation) tenders tral Vigilance 
involving Chief Minister A Commission (CVC) 
Revanth Reddy. probe into alleged cor- 


ruption in Atal Mission 
for Rejuvenation and 
Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) tenders. 

Sanjay said if the Re- 
vanth Reddy govern- 
ment believes that no 
irregularities had taken 
place in the AMRUT 
tenders, it should im- 
mediately write to the 
Centre seeking CVC 
probe. “I will see that 
the CVC probe is or- 
dered at the earliest,” 
he said. The Centre in- 
troduced the AMRUT 
scheme with a good in- 
tention to improve the 
infrastructure in the 
cities across the coun- 
try, but the Congress 
government was using 
it to earn illegal money, 
he said. 


He was surprised that 
while he received congratu- 
latory messages from senior 
Congress leaders for expos- 
ing the issue, the BJP’s re- 
sponse was notably absent. 

“Ajab Prem Ki Ghazab 
Kahani Hain Yeh RR Aur 
BJP Ki...” (sic) remarked 
Rama Rao on the possible 
understanding between Re- 
vanth Reddy and the BJP in 
Telangana. 


Calls for in-depth 
probe by Centre 
Rama Rao had previously 
called for an in-depth inves- 
tigation by the Centre into 
the tenders under the Atal 
Mission for Rejuvenation 
and Urban Transformation 
scheme. 

He also sent a letter to 
Union Ministers Manohar 
Lal Khattar and Tokhan 


‘Revanth turning TG into lawless State’ 


MEDAK: Condemning the 
attack on Narsapur BRS 
MLA V Sunitha Lakshma 
Reddy’s residence at Go- 
maram village, senior BRS 
leader T Harish Rao said 
the Congress cadre were 
resorting to such attacks 
on BRS leaders, their of- 
fices and cadre at the be- 
hest of the party leader- 
ship and Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy. 

Speaking to news re- 
porters after visiting 
Sunitha Lakshma Reddy in 
the village, Harish said the 
Chief Minister’s abusive 
language on BRS leaders 
was motivating the Con- 
gress cadre to attack the 
BRS cadre and leaders. Re- 
calling the recent attack on 
his office in Siddipet, the 
former Minister said the 
ruling Congress was turn- 
ing Telangana into a law- 
less State. After examining 
CCTV footage and videos 
shot by the BRS cadre on 
Sunday night, Rao said the 
Congress cadre had inten- 


Sahu last Friday, urging 
them to take action against 
the alleged corruption. He 
stated that the Chief Minis- 
ter himself got involved in 
massive corruption shortly 
after assuming office. 


On hypocrisy 

In a separate post on X, the 
BRS working president also 
rebuked the Congress party 
for its hypocrisy over the 


with the Adani Group. In re- 
sponse to the Congress 
terming the bids won by 
Adani Group in Maharash- 
tra for power supply as 
“rigged deal”, he took a dig, 
questioning whether the 
Congress-led Telangana 
government’s deal with the 
same Adani Group was 
“squeaky clean”, and sought 
to know Congress MP 


Former Minister T Harish Rao addressing BRS cadre at MLA 
V Sunita Lakshma Reddy’s residence at Gomaram in Medak. 


tionally attempted to at- 
tack Sunitha Lakshma 
Reddy’s residence besides 
throwing crackers into the 
house to create panic. 

He said the Congress 
workers had confiscated 
the phone of a head con- 
stable who was on duty 
and pushed him to the 


earned a lot of credit with 
best practices during the 
BRS rule. However, Re- 
vanth had spoiled the en- 
tire police system by mak- 
ing them work according 
to his directions. The po- 
lice had refused to file any 
cases against the Congress 
cadre and leaders even 


government agreements Rahul Gandhi’s response. 
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Reddy, he demanded stern 
action against those who 
were involved. Rao said the 
Telangana police had 


would even move national 
and State HRCs, he urged 
DGP Ravi Gupta to act 
against the culprits. 
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Mahabubabad farmers, fishermen 
clueless as ponds, lakes go dry 


Uncertainty looms over Rabi farm operations; ryots seek 
compensation for losses, repairs to ponds breached in floods 


ANIL KUMAR 
Mahabubabad 


The breaching of ponds and 
lakes during the recent rains 
has caused heavy losses to 
farmers and fishermen in 
the district. Due to breach- 
ing of water bodies, there is 
no water for both irrigation 
and fishing in many villages 
across the district leaving 
villagers in distress. The re- 
cent floods washed away 
most of the fish in the dis- 
trict. Aleru Pedda Cheruvu 
in Nellikudur mandal of the 
district, which breached due 
to heavy rains on August 31, 
is left with no water. The 
pond has an ayacut of 685 
acres and now the farmers 
who are dependent on it for 
water have no option but to 
forget the Rabi season as 


there is no source of water 
to take up cultivation. 

Apart from farmers, about 
50 fishermen families are de- 
pendent on the pond. As all 
the fish and fishlings have 
been washed away in the 
flood water, they have no 
source of _ livelihood. 
Sources said the Fisheries 
Department released fish- 
lings worth Rs 4.5 lakh in the 
Pedda Cheruvu and the fish- 
ermen were expecting fish 
worth Rs 12 lakh, but all their 
hopes have shattered. 

Even Peddabandham 
pond situated in Ma- 
habubabad mandal has 
breached and there is no 
water init. The pond used to 
provide water for cultiva- 
tion in over 300 acres, but 
since the entire water has 
drained, the farmers are in 


trouble as they have to look 
for alternative sources to 
take up Rabi cultivation. 
About 110 fishermen fam- 
ilies dependent on the pond 
for livelihood are left in the 
lurch. The Fisheries officials 
released fishlings worth Rs 2 
lakh in the pond in June and 
this would have fetched Rs 
10 lakh worth of fish to the 
fishermen. The flood has 
completely destroyed Ravi- 
rala Pedda Cheruvu as there 
is no water left in it. The 
pond has an ayacut of 550 
acres and now that there is 
no water left in it, farmers 
are clueless over cultivation 
in the area. As many as 45 
fishermen families are af- 
fected as fishlings worth Rs 
10 lakh were washed away in 
floods. The fishermen claim 
that they had lost fish worth 


Rs 30 lakh. They are seeking 
compensation for the losses 
of fish and repair of ponds 
breached due to the floods 
at the earliest. According to 
district agriculture officials, 
the damage caused to ponds 
and losses of fish was as- 
sessed and a report was sent 
to the government. A Cen- 
tral team was also informed 
about the losses, the officials 
added. They are expecting 
the Centre to compensate 
for the losses. The State has 
put the fisheries losses at 
Rs.56.41 crore. The State 
government has already 
started distributing Rs 
10,000 as immediate relief to 
every flood-hit family in the 
district, the officials said. 
“The State government will 
do whatever it can to help 
the farmers,” they said. 


BRS refutes 
Minister’s claims 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Former Minister and senior BRS leader T 
Harish Rao countered Legislative Affairs 
Minister D Sridhar Babu’s remarks regard- 
ing turncoat MLA Arekapudi Gandhi’s pres- 
ence at the Congress Legislative Party 
(CLP) meeting. He refuted Sridhar Babu’s 
claim that Gandhi met the Chief Minister as 
a courtesy, asserting that Sridhar Babu’s jus- 
tification lacked credibility. 

“Sridhar Babu claimed that the meeting 
took place in Gandhi’s constituency and 
hence, he paid a courtesy visit. If the Chief 
Minister attends an official event, such cour- 
tesy calls are valid, but attending a party 
meeting is an entirely different matter,” he 
remarked. Speaking to mediapersons here 
on Monday, Harish Rao questioned why the 
other turncoat MLAs Prakash Goud and Ka- 
diam Srihari attended the meeting, if it was 
merely a courtesy call. 

He ridiculed Sridhar Babu’s explanation, 
dubbing it as “blatant lie” and accusing the 
Congress government of undermining dem- 
ocratic values. He added that the Congress 
was trying to mislead the people in this re- 
gard, but the latter were aware of its tactics. 
“How many more lies will you tell?” he 
asked, stating that the Congress govern- 
ment’s actions had exposed their disregard 
for democracy. 


Crop-raiding monkeys, wild boars haunt Siddipet farmers 


T KARNAKAR REDDY 
Siddipet 


boars, parrots and other 

birds on crops have 
pushed the maize farmers 
into crisis across Siddipet. 

The farmers cultivated 

maize on about 23,000 acres 
during Vanakalam season. 
Against the minimum support 
price of Rs 2,225 per quintal, 


[ieee by monkeys, wild 


maize was being purchased at 
Rs 3,000 per quintal in the 
open market. Hoping for huge 
returns, many farmers took 
up maize cultivation across 
the district. Let alone earning 
profits, the farmers could not 
even get back their invest- 
ment in the crop. 

As a troop of monkeys in- 
vaded farmer Anjaiah’s maize 
field at Malyala, he could not 
harvest the crop. Anjaiah has 


urged the government to put 
some meaningful efforts into 
restricting the monkey men- 
ace besides chasing away wild 
boars. In Yellareddypet agri- 
culture cluster of Thoguta, 
parrots ate up dozens of acres 
of maize crop. Farmers under 
the cluster had cultivated 
maize in over 400 acres. As 
the harvest season was near- 
ing, they hoped for a bumper 
harvest. However, parrots 


and wild boars dashed their 
hopes. Mankela Malla Reddy, 
a farmer from Marmamula 
village in Maddur mandal, has 
abandoned his two acres of 
crop as monkeys ate up the 
entire crop a fortnight before 
its harvest. These are just a 
few examples that reflect the 
state of the maize farmers in 
Siddipet. 

Speaking to Telangana 
Today, Yellareddypet Agri- 


culture Extension Officer T 
Nagarjuna observed that it 
would slowly make the farm- 
ers abandon maize cultivation 
in the district since they were 
not getting anything in return 
after spending over Rs 30,000 
and putting in lots of efforts. 

“Tt is sad to see farmers fac- 
ing such a crisis even though 
the district received a good 
amount of rains this year,” he 
said. 
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The students can take application form from the college website / college office 
application Fee Rs.2,000/- and submit with all supporting documents on or before 
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TGPGECET-2024. For details contact Administrative Officer at A- Block. 

Sd/- Director, Admissions 
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Amenity Centre, Koti, Hyderabad-500095, Tel: 040-2465 1352/1325, E-mail: sbi.05172@sbi.co.in 


SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY 


E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction 
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) 
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. 

HL Alc No.: 39077896203 & Suraksha A/c No. 39121122718 

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the 
below described immovable property mortgaged/ charged to the Secured Creditor, the Physical possession 
of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of State Bank of India, the Secured Creditor, will be sold 
on "As is Where is", As is What is" and Whatever there is" basis on 06.11.2024 for recovery of 
Rs.37,21,341/- (Rs. Thirty Seven lakhs Twenty One Thousand Three hundred and Forty One only) as 
on 20.09.2024 and future interest as per contracted rate and incidental expenses, cost expenses etc from 
21.09.2024 and other incidental expenses to be incurred in respect of your Loan account due to the secured 
creditors from Sri Kamalla Ailaiah S/o Narsaiah, H.No:11-4-21, Bharat Nagar, Siddipet-502103, Telangana. 
The Reserve Price will be Rs. 30,15,000/- (Rs. Thirty lakhs Fifteen thousand only) and the earnest 
money deposit will be Rs. 3,02,000/- (Rs. Three lakhs Two thousand only). 


R ON O H VIMOVAS RO R With KNOWN EN B 

All that piece and parcel of Semi finished building belongs to Sri Kamalla Ailaiah S/o. Narsaiah vide 
document No.10510/2019 dated 19/07/2019 registered at S.R.O. Siddipet, situated at Siddipet 
Town/Village/old G.P.Gadicherlapally, Muncipality & Mandal where as under Sub-Registrar Siddipet at 
Sangaredy, Semi Finished House constructed in Plot no.75 part, with a total extent of 200.00 sq yds 
1167.22 Sq Mtrs located in survey no.2153 location no ward, no block boundaries as:- East: Open place 
of others, South: Plot No.75 part, West: Plot No.74, North: 24" Feet Road. 


Reserve Price: Rs.30,15,000/- EMD: Rs.3,02,000/- Bid Increment: Rs.20,000/- 
Auction Date: 06.11.2024 Auction Time: 02.00 PM to 4.00 PM 
Last Date for EMD : 05.11.2024 Property ID: SBIN200038078598 


Encumberances known to the secured creditor: NIL 
All prospective bidders are requested to: 
a) To register themselves in https://ebkray.in-> Bidders Registration or by typing the on browser well 
before the auction date to participate in the E-Auction of the above property. 
b) Suggest the prospective buyer to download the videos provided in "Buyer Guide for Login & 
Registration" section to know the process flow for the auction to be conducted. 
c) For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit the website URL: https://ebkray.in> Search Property 
by providing auction date as ALL, select bank as SBI Bank, accept the terms and conditions and search. 
For further details please contact the following officials on any working day with prior appointment before 
5:00 P.M of 05.11.2024 
1) Smt. Showri Prabhu Dasari, Authorised Officer and Chief Manager: Mobile No: 7022155913. 
2) Shri. Katta Govind Raju, Manager - Mob: 6304516356. 
Date: 20.09.2024, Place: Hyderabad 


Authorised Officer, State Bank of India 
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AMRAVATI (MAHA) 

4 dead as bus 
falls off bridge 
yy 


Four persons died and 
seven were seriously 
injured after their bus 
fell off a bridge over a 
‘nullah’ in Maharash- 
tra’s Amravati district. 
The incident took place 
near Semadoh village 
on Paratwada-Dharni 
road at 8 am. “There 
were 45 passengers in 
the bus. Four of them 
died, while seven are 
seriously injured. An- 
other 20 have sus- 
tained minor wounds. 
All the injured have 
been hospitalised,” po- 
lice said. Probe into the 
cause of the accident is 
underway, though, 
prima facie, it seems 
the driver lost control 
of the vehicle. pr 


CHENNAI 
‘Seizing’ Raja 
shot dead 

V 


‘Seizing’ Raja, a pro- 
claimed offender who 
was arrested from 
neighbouring AP, was 
shot dead after he at- 
tempted to flee from 
custody by opening fire 
on them, police said. 
When the accused was 
taken to the outskirts 
of city to recover weap 
ons hidden by him, he 
tried to escape and 
shot at the police team. 
A police officer fired at 
him in self-defence and 
he succumbed to his 
injuries, a senior offi- 
cial said. Congress MP 
Karti P Chidambaram 
said the encounters are 
a reflection of bad 
policing. pti 


GUWAHATI 
Bangladeshis 
apprehended 


Wy 


Four Bangladesh na- 
tionals were appre- 
hended for illegally en- 
tering the country, and 
sent back through 
Assam’s Karimganj 
sector of the India- 
Bangladesh border, 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said on 
Monday. “In yet an- 
other successful push 
back operation of ille- 
gal Bangladeshi infil- 
trators, @assampolice 
managed to apprehend 
and send back to 
Bangladesh the individ- 
uals through the Karim- 
ganj border,” Himanta 
Biswa Sarma Sarma 
posted on X. pti 


News from 


NATION 


Be part of India’s 
erowth story: PM 


Modi meets CEOs of US tech firms, says India making 
every effort to become third largest economy in world 


PTI 
NEW YORK 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi urged CEOs of US ma- 
jors to take advantage of 
India’s growth story as the 
country is making all efforts 
to become the third largest 
economy of the world in his 
third term. India is currently 
the fifth largest economy of 
the world after the US, 
China, Germany and Japan 
with a GDP of around $3.9 
trillion. 

India has been the fastest- 
growing large economies of 
the world with a GDP 
growth rate of over 7 per 
cent for the last three con- 
secutive years. Addressing 
CEOs of US tech firms, 
Modi said India will make 
every effort to become the 
third largest economy in the 
world in his third term 
(2024-29). Companies 
should take advantage of 
India’s growth story for col- 
laboration and innovation 
by co-developing, co-de- 
signing, and co-producing in 
India for the world, harness- 
ing the opportunities from 
the country’s economic and 
technological growth, he 
said. 

Assuring the business 
leaders of India’s deep com- 
mitment to the protection of 
intellectual property and to 
fostering tech innovation, 
Modi highlighted the eco- 
nomic transformation hap- 
pening in the country, par- 
ticularly in electronics and 


wir a 


Shn Narendra Modi 
Pome Minister 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the tech CEOs’ 
roundtable in New York. — Photo: PTI 


information — technology 
manufacturing and semi- 
conductors. Modi asserted 
that his government was 
committed to making India 
a “global hub of semicon- 
ductor manufacturing”. 
The meeting took place at 
the Lotte New York Palace 
Hotel on Sunday during the 
second leg of Modi’s three- 
day US visit. It saw the par- 
ticipation of CEOs of 15 
major US-based firms work- 
ing on cutting-edge tech- 
nologies such as AI, quan- 
tum computing and 
semiconductors. “Had a 
fruitful roundtable with 
tech CEOs in New York, dis- 
cussing aspects relating to 
technology, innovation and 
more. Also highlighted the 
strides made by India in this 
field. I am glad to see im- 
mense optimism towards 
India,” Modi said in a post 
on X. During the confer- 


ence, Modi said technology 
collaboration and efforts 
such as the Initiative on 
Critical and Emerging 
Technologies (ICET) lie at 
the core of the India-US 
Comprehensive Global 
Strategic Partnership, ac- 
cording to a Ministry of Ex- 
ternal Affairs press release. 
Organised by the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology School of Engineer- 
ing, the CEOs of top US tech 
firms, including Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai, Adobe 
CEO Shantanu Narayena, 
Accenture CEO Julie Sweet 
and NVIDIA CEO Jensen 
Huang attended the meet- 
ing. Others who partici- 
pated in the roundtable in- 
cluded AMD CEO Lisa Su, 
HP Inc. CEO Enrique Lores, 
IBM CEO Arvind Krishna, 
Dr Noubar Afeyan, Chair- 
man of Moderna, and Veri- 
zon CEO Hans Vestberg. 


Atishi takes charge 
as Delhi CM 


NEW DELHI 


AAP leader Atishi took 
charge as the eighth Chief 
Minister of Delhi on Mon- 
day and said she would 
work like Bharat did by 
keeping his elder brother 
Lord Ram’s_  ‘khadaun’ 
(wooden slippers) on Ayo- 
dhya’s throne. She did not 
sit on the chair used by Ke- 
jriwal and said that his chair 
would remain unoccupied 
in the Chief Minister’s of- 
fice. She sat on a white 
chair, which was placed 
next to Kejriwal’s chair. 
Delhi BJP chief Virendra 
Sachdeva slammed Atishi, 
saying it was an “insult” to 
the post of the Chief Minis- 
ter. “I will work for four 
months as the Chief Minis- 
ter of Delhi like Bharat did 
by keeping Lord Ram’s 
khadaun on the throne. 
Arvind Kejriwal has set an 
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Delhi Chief Minister Atishi 


example of dignity in poli- 
tics by stepping down. The 
BJP left no stone unturned 
to tarnish his image,” she 
said after taking charge. 

“Kejriwal was granted 
bail by the Supreme Court, 
which said his arrest was 
carried out with ill-inten- 
tions. Had there been some- 
body else, they wouldn’t 
have even thought for a mo- 
ment and sat on the Chief 
Minister’s chair, but he 
chose to resign,” she further 
said. pti 


B’luru murder: 
Cops identify 
prime accused 
BENGALURU 


The prime accused in the 
gruesome murder of a 29- 
year-old woman, whose 
body was chopped into 50 
pieces and stored in a re- 
frigerator, has been identi- 
fied and is from West Ben- 
gal, Karnataka Home 
Minister G Paramaeshwara 
said on Monday and as- 
sured that the culprit will 
be nabbed soon. 

“Already some informa- 
tion has been collected, 
which I cannot reveal 
now...but we will soon nab 
those involved in it...an in- 
dividual— they say is the 
one (involved), but unless 
we have more information, 
we can’t really confirm. He 
is from West Bengal, they 
say. As early as possible we 


will secure (those in- 
volved),” Parameshwara 
said. pti 


Tirupati laddu row: BJP leader moves SC 


NEW DELHI 


BJP leader Subramanian 
Swamy moved the Supreme 
Court seeking a court-mon- 
itored probe into the alleged 
use of animal fat in making 
Tirupati laddus. The BJP 
leader requested the court 
to direct the Andhra gov- 
ernment to file a detailed re- 
port on the source and sam- 
pling of the ghee used for 
making the laddus. 

“There ought to have 
been checks and balances 
internally to supervise and 
verify and check the quality 
or the lack of it, of the sup- 
pliers supplying various in- 
gredients to the temple 
which go into the making of 
the Prasadams,” the plea 
said. Swamy also posted on 
X about his plea. 

“Today, I filed a PIL seek- 
ing Supreme Court direction 
to investigate unsubstanti- 
ated allegation by CM CB 
Naidu that the Tirupati Tiru- 
mala Temple Prasadam 
were adulterated with meat 
of animals and other rotten 


FSSAI issues notice to 
TN-based ghee supplier 


NEW DELHI: The country’s food safety regulator issued 
a show cause notice to a Tamil Nadu-based firm for al- 
legedly supplying substandard ghee to temple author- 
ity TTD even as the chorus for a thorough probe and 
strict action over the alleged use of animal fat in Tiru- 
pati laddus grew louder. The Food Safety and Stan- 
dards Authority of India (FSSAI) asked AR Diary Food 
Private Ltd why its licence should not be suspended for 
contravention of the provisions of the Food Safety and 
Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Addi- 
tives) Regulation, 2011, according to sources. pri 


items creating chaos almost 
bhaktas,” he wrote in post. 
Meanwhile, YSR Con- 
gress Party MP and former 
chairman of TTD, YV 
Subba Reddy also moved 
the Supreme Court for the 
constitution of an independ- 
ent committee headed by a 
retired judge of the apex 
court to look into the allega- 
tions. Senior lawyer P Sud- 
hakar Reddy filed the peti- 
tion on behalf of Subba 
Reddy. Subba  Reddy’s 


counsel said out of 10 tanks 
of ghee supplied by AR 
Foods to TTD, four tanks 
had ‘vanaspati’ and this was 
revealed by the TTD Execu- 
tive Officer. He pointed out 
that every tank comes to 
TTD with a certificate and 
TTD conducts three kinds 
of tests to check the quality 
of the product. Only after 
the ghee passes these qual- 
ity tests, it’s used for making 
laddus. If the ghee tank fails 
the test, it is sent back. prijans 


Let law take 
its own course, 
Pawan to Jagan 


AMARAVATI: Andhra 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Min- 
ister Pawan Kalyan on 
Monday said there is no 
need for former Chief Min- 
ister YS Jaganmohan 
Reddy to defend himself 
over the Tirupati laddu 
adulteration controversy 
and allow the system (law) 
to take its own course in 
punishing the culprits. “He 
(Reddy) being an ex-Chief 
Minister, he could have 
just said go ahead, who- 
ever the perpetrators or 
culprits are, let them get 
punished. If he is very 
clean in his heart, there is 
no need to do all this 
drama. That’s what | feel,” 
Kalyan said. 

The actor-politician 
noted that these alleged ir- 
regularities had occurred 
under the watch of the TTD 
Board constituted by Ja- 
ganmohan. pt: 


‘Success of 
humanity not 
on battlefield’ 


UNITED NATIONS: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Monday said that the “suc- 
cess of humanity lies in our 
collective strength, not on 
the battlefield” as he ad- 
dressed the UN’s Summit 
of the Future held against 
the backdrop of raging 
global conflicts. 

Addressing world lead- 
ers from the iconic podium 
of the UNGA hall, Modi, be- 
ginning his speech witha 
‘Namaskar’, said that he 
brings the voice of 1.4 bil- 
lion Indians or one-sixth of 
humanity to the UN. 

A day after world leaders 
adopted by consensus the 
Pact of the Future along 
with the annexes the 
Global Digital Compact and 
the Declaration on Future 
Generations on the open- 
ing day of the Summit of 
the Future, Modi told the 
UN that “when we are dis- 
cussing Global Future, we 
must accord the highest 
priority to a human-centric 
approach.” In his 5-minute 
address, “Modi under- 
scored that the success of 
humanity lies in our collec- 
tive strength, not on the 
battlefield.” The Summit of 
the Future comes in the 
midst of the Israel-Hamas 
conflict and the Ukraine 
War. PTI 


Locals should run J&K, 
not Delhi, says Rahul 


Vows to be the voice of people in Parliament 


SURANKOTE/SRINAGAR 


Leader of the Opposition in 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday said the Congress 
wants Jammu and Kashmir 
to be run by locals rather 
than from Delhi, and prom- 
ised the party would pres- 
sure the Centre to restore 
J&K’s statehood after the 
ongoing Assembly polls. 

Addressing back-to-back 
rallies at Surankote and Sri- 
nagar on the last date of 
campaigning for the second 
phase of polling on Septem- 
ber 25, Gandhi launched a 
broadside against the BJP 
and RSS, and also attacked 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, saying the ILN.D.LA 
bloc has “broken his psy- 
chology” after the Lok 
Sabha elections. 

“He used to boast about a 
56-inch chest but he is not 
the same person anymore,” 
Gandhi said. He addressed 
the first rally of the day at 
the Surankote Assembly 
segment of Poonch district, 
where he accused the BJP 
and RSS of spreading “ha- 
tred and violence” and di- 
viding people on the lines of 
caste, creed, religion, region 
and language. 

His second rally was in 
Srinagar, which a party 
leader termed “a new dawn” 
for the Congress in Kashmir 
as it was “the first major 
gathering for the party in 
Srinagar in the past three 
decades”. 

At the Surankote Assem- 
bly, Gandhi said there are 
numerous examples of 
Union Territories being up- 
graded to States but never 
ever in the history of Indiaa 
State was downgraded to a 
Union Territory. “For the 
first time, a full-fledged 


Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with J&K National Conference 
president Faroog Abdullah at Surankote on Monday. — Photo:PT| 


Polls about karm, not 
dharm: Faroog Abdullah 


SURANKOTE: NC chief Fa- 
rooq Abdullah on Monday 
made a strong appeal to 
the people urging them to 
unite and support its al- 
liance with the Congress 
in the ongoing J&K polls, 
which he said is not about 
religion but action. 

The former Chief Minis- 
ter of Jammu and Kashmir 
emphasised the fight 
against the “forces” 
spreading hatred across 
the country, which he 
claimed are trying to 
weaken the nation to stay 
in power. 

“Aaj yah dharm ki baat 
nahin hai, yah karm ki baat 
hai kyunki yah badi jung 


State &K) was turned into 
a UT and your democratic 
rights were snatched,” he 
told the rally, also attended 
by Congress ally and Na- 
tional Conference president 
Farooq Abdullah. 

“We will put pressure on 
them (government) and we 


hai nafrat ke khilaf (Today, 
it is not about religion but 
it is about action, because 
this is a big fight against 
hatred). It is a fight 
against those hate- 
spreading parties who 
want to divide India. Can 
we bury those parties that 
are spreading hatred in 
India?” Abdullah said. 

Meanwhile, Lok Sabha 
MP Sheikh Abdul Rashid 
on Monday alleged that 
National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah and 
People’s Conference chief 
Sajad Gani Lone had 
ganged up ina bid to de- 
feat his Awami Ittehad 
Party candidates. pri 


will ensure that it (restora- 
tion of statehood) is done. If 
they don’t do it we will,” 
Gandhi said. Seeking sup- 
port for Congress-NC al- 
liance candidates, he said 
his party wanted the 
restoration of statehood be- 
fore the ongoing polls. eri 


Artists prepare effigies of Ravana for the upcoming Dasara festival, in Nagpur on Monday. — Photo: PTI 
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Chouhan 
promises to fill 
2.87 lakh govt 
posts in khand 


Union Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said that 
over 2.87 lakh vacant posts 
in government sector will 
be filled in Jharkhand, if the 
BJP is voted to power in the 
State. Addressing a public 
rally in Baharagora in East 
Singhbhum district as part 
of the BJP’s ‘Parivartan 
Yatra’, he alleged that the 
Hemant Soren government 
failed to provide jobs dur- 
ing its rule in the State. 
“There are over 2.87 lakh 
vacant posts in the govern- 
ment sector. I promise that 
if the BJP comes to power, 
our government will ap- 
prove a proposal to fill all 
the vacant posts in the very 
first Cabinet meeting,” said 
Chouhan, who is also BJP’s 
election in-charge of Jhark- 
hand. He said NRC would 
also be made here to iden- 
tify illegal immigrants. eri 


3 rail staffers held for 
Guj track tampering 


SURAT 


Three railway employees 
were arrested in Gujarat’s 
Surat district on Monday 
for alleged track tampering 
and then alerting authori- 
ties about a “sabotage at- 
tempt” to take credit for 
averting a possible tragedy, 
a police official said. 

The three, identified as 
Subhash Poddar (39), Man- 
ish Mistry (28) and Shub- 
ham Jaiswal (26), are track- 
men in the railways’ 
maintenance department, 
Superintendent of Police 
Hotesh Joysar said. 

Poddar and others, while 
on inspection between 
Kosamba and Kim stations, 
alerted the railway adminis- 
tration at 5:30am on Satur- 
day about “miscreants” re- 
moving elastic clips and 
two fishplates from one set 
of tracks and placing them 
on another to derail a train. 
“We found that the trio, 
while on night patrol, had 


Cops say they did 
this so that they will 
be deployed on night 
duty, which would 
give them time to 
spend with family 


sent a video of the compro- 
mised track to their seniors 
in order to alert them. Rail- 
way Officials told us a train 
passed on the route just be- 
fore the trio noticed the 
tampering,” the SP said. The 
time interval of the tamper- 
ing being discovered and 
the passing of the train was 
too less and it was not pos- 
sible to remove clips and 
plates in such a short time. 
“They indulged in this act 
to ensure they would be fe- 
licitated and be deployed on 
night duty further, which 
would give them time to 
spend with the family dur- 
ing the day,” the SP said. pr: 


Sidda says 

Guv seeking 
reports on 
‘trivial matters’ 


BENGALURU 


Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Monday 
said Governor Thaawarc- 
hand Gehlot is writing let- 
ters seeking reports on 
“trivial matters”, and the 
State government was ex- 
amining them. He said the 
government will take a de- 
cision on the report, after 
considering various as- 
pects in connection with it. 
The Governor has writ- 
ten to Chief Secretary 
seeking a copy of the Kem- 
panna Commission’s re- 
port and other related in- 
formation into the alleged 
Arkavathy Layout denotifi- 
cation scam, in which Sid- 
daramaiah was accused of 
denotifying land during his 
first term. The Commis- 
sion was constituted in 
2014 during Siddaramaiah’s 
first stint as CM following 
allegations of illegality. pr 
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66 Any inference 
of any forces 
will not shake China's 
firm determination to 
uphold its territorial 
sovereignty, 
maritime rights 
interests, regional 
peace and stability 


TMC has nothing to win 
or lose by having an 
alliance with Congress. 
The party has to decide 
whether they want to 
remain politically 
irrelevant by allying with 
CPI(M) or stay relevant 
in State politics 


LIN JIAN 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman 


Tamil Nadu Governor's 
statement that 
secularism is not an 
Indian concept is 
perplexing. This means 
that the country’s 
Constitution doesn't 


hold much 
99 


value for him 


KRISHANU MITRA 
Senior TMC leader 


nomically. 


Lanka takes Left turn 


early two years after a massive uprising 
triggered by the economic meltdown, Sri 
Lankan politics has just witnessed a tec- 
tonic shift with the election of hardcore 
Marxist leader Anura Kumara Dissanayake as the 
new President. From supporting the Maoist pursuit of 
capturing political power through the barrel of a gun 
to becoming an ardent believer in the power of the 
ballot box, Dissanayake has come a long way in his 
political journey. His dramatic victory in the presi- 
dential election — an unthinkable scenario a few 
decades ago — can be attributed to his promise to re- 
vive the fragile economy and root out corruption. 
The mandate reflected the mood for change. After 
suffering the fallout of an unprecedented financial 
crisis, inept leadership, widespread corruption and 
nepotism, the people of the island nation have 
demonstrated faith in his promise for a better future. 
This is the first time in the country’s history that a 
Marxist has been elected as the President. In a keenly 
contested election, Dissanayake, representing the Na- 
tional People’s Power (NPP) alliance, defeated his 
nearest rival Sajith Premadasa while the incumbent 
President and six-time Prime Minister Ranil Wick- 
remesinghe finished a distant 
third, underlining the voters’ 
resolve to herald a new be- 
ginning. His promise of slash- 
ing taxes also found reso- 
nance with people who are 
reeling under poverty and 
finding it hard to keep pace 
with the high cost of living. In 
a way, the election was a ref- 
erendum on Wickremesinghe 
who presided over the coun- 
try’s descent into economic chaos and civil unrest. 
One of the major challenges before Dissanayake is 
to steer the country out of the woods, repay the debts, 
regain the confidence of foreign and domestic in- 
vestors and pull one-fourth of the population out of 
poverty. He simply cannot afford to let down the 
masses, whose anger and discontent had fuelled the 
2022 protests that led to the ignominious ouster of 
then President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Those nightmar- 
ish scenes of food and fuel shortages are fresh in the 
people’s minds. Though Dissanayake’s Janatha 
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) was involved in armed re- 
bellion against the Sri Lankan government in 1971 and 
1987-89 and the campaign against the Indian Peace 
Keeping Force (IPKF), it has eschewed the violent 
ideology of the past and has since joined the political 
mainstream. There is a temptation in Indian diplo- 
matic circles to view Dissanayake as a pro-China 
leader, given his political leanings. However, the 
President-elect is well aware of the widespread pub- 
lic anger against China whose predatory policies are 
believed to have pushed the island nation into a debt 
trap. In a smart diplomatic move, India had hosted 
Dissanayake in February, despite the JVP’s history of 
anti-India rhetoric. On his return, he spoke warmly 
about the need to strengthen bilateral ties with India. 
A balancing act by the new President will stand his 
country in good stead geopolitically as well as eco- 


Dissanayake’s 
victory can be 
attributed to his 
promise to 


revive the 
fragile economy 
and root out 
corruption 
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MSMEs are the 
engine of the 
Indian economy, 
but their potential 
is yet to be 

fully realised 


VIDYASAGAR VEESAMSETTY 


icro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSMEs) are 

the unsung heroes of 

India’s economic growth 
story. These enterprises, ranging from 
neighbourhood kirana stores to bur- 
geoning tech startups, often family- 
owned and labour-intensive, form the 
backbone of the country’s industrial 
and service sectors. They contribute 
significantly to GDP, employment gen- 
eration and exports. However, despite 
their immense potential, MSMEs in 
India face a myriad of challenges that 
hinder their growth and impact. 

MSMEs are the largest employment 

providers in India, surpassing even the 
agriculture sector. According to the 
Ministry of MSME, as of March 2024, 
there were over 40 crore registered 
MSMEs, employing over 15 crore peo- 
ple. Their contribution to GDP is sub- 
stantial, estimated to be around 30% in 
recent years. The diversity of the 
MSME sector is another strength. 
From manufacturing to services, from 
traditional crafts to cutting-edge tech- 
nology, MSMEs operate across a wide 
spectrum. This diversity ensures re- 
silience and adaptability to economic 
fluctuations. 


Credit Gap 

One of the most pressing challenges 
facing MSMESs is access to finance. De- 
spite initiatives like the Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) and the 
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro 
and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE), the 
credit gap for MSMEs remains substan- 
tial. A recent report by EY points out 
that the MSME sector in India lags be- 
hind when it comes to formal credit 
penetration as compared to global av- 
erages. To put things in perspective, 
the credit gap of MSMEs is estimated 
to be around Rs 40-Rs 45 lakh crore. 
Only 14% of the MSMEs have access to 
credit. This lack of access to affordable 
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credit hampers growth and expansion. 

The overall financial need in the 
MSME market is around Rs 162 lakh 
crore with a 3.8x debt-to-equity ratio. 
The demand for debt-based finance 
was pegged at Rs 128 lakh crore, nearly 
47% of which was estimated to be un- 
addressable since many of these busi- 
nesses are not financially viable or they 
prefer being funded by non-transpar- 
ent informal sources that end up charg- 
ing high rates of interest. 

This leaves a debt demand of Rs 68 
lakh crore, of which Rs 28 lakh crore is 
currently fulfilled by formal lenders 
like private banks. Moreover, the com- 
plex and time-consuming process of 
loan approvals often deter MSMEs 
from approaching formal lending insti- 
tutions. The remaining unfulfilled de- 
mand of Rs 40 lakh crore then needs to 
be addressed by fintechs and NBFCs. 

Infrastructure bottlenecks, particu- 
larly in terms of power supply, trans- 
portation and digital connectivity, pose 
significant hurdles for MSMEs, espe- 
cially those operating in rural areas. 

Another critical issue is the delayed 
payments from large corporates and 
government departments. This prob- 
lem, often referred to as the ‘trade 
credit’ menace, severely impacts 
MSMEs'’ cash flow and operational effi- 
ciency. The Trade Receivables Dis- 
counting System (TReDS) has been in- 
troduced to address this, but its 
penetration is still limited. 


Other Challenges 

The MSME sector is also grappling 
with issues related to technology adop- 
tion and skill development. Many 
MSMEs lack the resources and aware- 
ness to leverage technology effectively, 
which affects productivity, competi- 
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tiveness and market reach. The govern- 
ment has launched initiatives like the 
National Skill Development Mission, 
but the skill gap remains wide. More- 
over, while fresh and less experienced 
workmen and employees are trained 
and nurtured at MSMEs, large corpora- 
tions hijack the talent, luring them with 
higher packages and other SOPs. 
Market access is another hurdle. 
While initiatives like the Government 
e-Marketplace (GeM) have provided a 
platform for government procurement, 
access to private markets remains chal- 
lenging. MSMEs often struggle to com- 
pete with larger players due to limited 
resources and brand recognition. A sig- 
nificant challenge is also the complex 
regulatory environment. MSMEs grap- 
ple with a plethora of licences, permits 
and compliances. Obtaining these 
clearances is often time-consuming 
and bureaucratic, discouraging entre- 
preneurship. Simplifying regulatory 
procedures is crucial for fostering a 
conducive business environment. 
Furthermore, the MSME sector is 
highly vulnerable to economic down- 
turns. The Covid-19 pandemic exposed 
the sector’s fragility, with many 
MSMEs facing closure due to lock- 
downs and disruptions in supply 
chains. Building resilience in the sector 


Despite initiatives like 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojana and Credit 
Guarantee Fund Trust, the 
credit gap for MSMEs 
remains substantial 


BRINDA KARAT 
CPI-M leader 


one or broken link? 


is essential to withstand future shocks 


Unlocking Potential 

To unlock the full potential of MSMEs, 
concerted efforts from both the central 
and State governments are 
essential. The government can start by 
improving access to finance. Expand- 
ing the reach of credit guarantee 
schemes, simplifying loan procedures 
and promoting alternative financing 
options like crowd-funding can be 
game-changers. 

Secondly, the government should 
prioritise skill development and tech- 
nology adoption. Investing in voca- 
tional training programmes, promoting 
digital literacy and providing subsidies 
for technology adoption can help 
MSMEs enhance their capabilities. The 
government can also incentivise large 
corporates to procure more from 
MSMEs through policies like manda- 
tory procurement targets. 

Simplifying the regulatory environ- 
ment is another key area of focus to 
enhance the ease of doing business. 
The government can streamline pro- 
cedures, reduce compliance burdens 
and implement single-window clear- 
ance systems. This will save MSMEs 
time and resources, allowing them to 
focus on growth. Moreover, the gov- 
ernment should create supportive in- 
frastructure. This includes improving 
logistics, providing affordable indus- 
trial land, and enhancing access to 
electricity and other utilities. A robust 
infrastructure is essential for MSMEs 
to operate efficiently. 

Market access is another critical 
challenge. The government can facili- 
tate participation in domestic and in- 
ternational markets through trade fairs, 
exhibitions and buyer-seller meets. Ad- 
ditionally, promoting e-commerce can 
help MSMEs reach a wider customer 
base. State governments can play a piv- 
otal role by creating a conducive busi- 
ness environment, providing industry- 
specific support and facilitating access 
to markets. Setting up industrial parks 
and clusters, providing skill develop- 
ment training, and offering subsidies 
on electricity and property taxes can be 
effective measures. 

Moreover, fostering a strong MSME 
ecosystem requires collaboration 
among government, industry, and aca- 
demia. Public-private partnerships can 
be leveraged to address challenges re- 
lated to finance, technology, and skill 
development. 

To sum up, MSMEs are the engine of 
the Indian economy, but their potential 
is yet to be fully realised. Their growth 
is essential for inclusive development 
and job creation. Overcoming the chal- 
lenges they face requires a multi- 
pronged approach involving both the 
central and State governments. By pro- 
viding adequate support and creating a 
conducive ecosystem, India can un- 
leash the power of its MSMEs and pro- 
pel the economy to new heights. 


(The author is Chairman and MD, 
Sagar Asia Pvt Ltd, Hyderabad) 


Letters to the 


Editor 
Think again 


A lot has been written 
about the ‘one nation, one 
election’ concept of how it 
cannot be feasible and 
pragmatic for a huge 
democracy and a secular 
nation like India. Such a 
theory involves not only 
practical challenges but 
also complex legal and 
constitutional considera- 
tions. Making elections si- 
multaneous will crush the 
accountable and federal 
ethos on which our parlia- 
mentary democracy is 
based. The concept of 
ONOE is rooted in an eco- 
nomic and administrative 
logic that leans towards in- 
creased centralisation in 
specific areas. It aims to 
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reshape the nation accord- 
ing to a majoritarianism per- 
spective, prioritising unifor- 
mity over diversity. The 
Modi 3.0 government should 
refrain from hastily pushing 
forward with the implemen- 
tation of ONOE in India. 
RANGANATHAN 
SIVAKUMAR, chennai 


Laudable move 


Sunita Williams and Butch 
Wilmore are now going to 
vote from space in the US 
elections. In response toa 
question, Williams stated 
that they were going to ex- 
ercise the right to vote from 
the space station with the 
help of NASA. This will be an 
important and historic event 
in the voting process. It is 
natural to appreciate the de- 
termination from a distance. 
DATTAPRASAD 
SHIRODKAR, Mumbai 


Cartoon Today 


“LORD BALAJI SIR. \. 


HE SAYS ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH AND THAT 
HE CAN HANDLE 
\ THE LADDU ISSUE 
HIMSELF. 


Olitics Over 
Tirupati Ladd — 


Yo 
\ 


hotspot 


@ The Japan Times 


@ The Guardian 


@ The Economist 


schools is dismal. 


Japan falls behind India in Asia power 


Japan has fallen to fourth place in a key analysis of the 
most powerful and influential Asian nations, overtaken by 
India for the first time in the annual survey’s history and 
reflecting Tokyo’s economic decline. 


A coastal community’s fight for justice 


A coastal village in India’s Gulf of Kutch is the site of an 
ancient fishing community’s battle against financial insti- 
tutions.The area underwent a dramatic transformation 
after Tata installed a coal-fired power plant. 


Private tutoring booming in Asia 


The moral of the story is clear in “12th Fail”. Persevere 
and be richly rewarded, it suggests. Yet for a film about 
education and meritocracy, the portrayal of Indian 
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ROME 

Pope falls 
sick again 
V 


Pope Francis cancelled 
his audiences on Mon- 
day because of a 
“slight flu-like state,” 
just days before he is 
to embark on a trip to 
Belgium and Luxem- 
bourg, the Vatican said. 
A statement from the 
Vatican described the 
clearing of Francis' 
agenda for the day as a 
“precaution”. Francis is 
due to visit Luxem- 
bourg on Thursday and 
spend the week in Bel- 
gium, ending witha 
Mass in Brussels. ap 


TEHRAN 

28 injured in 
lran quake 
Ww 


At least 28 people were 
injured in a 5.2-magni- 
tude earthquake that 
jolted Bojnurd County 
in the Iranian province 
of North Khorasan. The 
quake occurred on 
Sunday at 16.13 local 
time at a depth of 8 
km, following four fore- 
shocks, including two 
tremors of magnitudes 
4.7 and 4.1in the same 
county. Most of the 
injured in the main 
quake suffered frac- 
tures and mental 
trauma. ians 


MOSCOW 


Capsule 
returns 
V 


A Soyuz capsule carry- 
ing two Russians and 
one American from the 
International Space 
Station landed on 
Monday in Kazakhstan, 
ending a record-break- 
ing stay for the Russian 
pair. The capsule 
landed on the Kazakh 
steppe about 3 1/2 
hours after undocking 
from the ISS in an ap- 
parently trouble-free 
descent. Oleg 
Kononenko and Nikolai 
Chub returned after 
374 days. ap 


et 
ISLAMABAD 


Pak Taliban 
denies claims 
wy 


The Pakistani Taliban 
on Monday denied 
involvement in a bomb- 
ing attack ona police 
convoy that was es- 
corting foreign ambas- 
sadors in the country’s 
restive northwest, as 
authorities said they 
were still trying to de- 
termine who was be- 
hind the attack, which 
killed a police officer. 
The ambassadors and 
senior envoys were 
traveling on Sunday to 
the Swat Valley. ar 


WORLD 


News from 


US sending more troops to Mideast 


US currently has about 40,000 | 
troops stationed in the region 


Move comes in response to sharp | 
spike in Israel-Hezbollah violence 


AP 
WASHINGTON/BEIRUT/BEIJING 


The US is sending additional 
troops to the Middle East in 
response to a sharp spike in 
violence between Israel and 
Hezbollah forces in Lebanon 
that has raised the risk of a 
greater regional war, the 
Pentagon said on Monday. 

Pentagon press secretary 
Maj Gen Pat Ryder did not 
provide details on how 
many additional forces or 
what they would be tasked 
to do. The US currently has 
about 40,000 troops in the 
region. “In light of increased 
tension in the Middle East 
and out of an abundance of 
caution, we are sending a 
small number of additional 
US military personnel for- 
ward to augment our forces 
that are already in the re- 
gion. But for operational se- 
curity reasons, I’m not going 
to comment on or provide 
specifics,” he said. 

The new deployments 
come after significant 
strikes by Israeli forces 
against targets inside 
Lebanon that have killed 
hundreds and as Israel is 
preparing to conduct further 
operations. The State De- 
partment has warned Amer- 
icans to leave Lebanon as 
the risk of a regional war 
increases. 

“Due to the unpredictable 
nature of ongoing conflict 
between Hezbollah and Is- 
rael and recent explosions 
throughout Lebanon, _in- 
cluding Beirut, the US Em- 
bassy urges US citizens to 
depart Lebanon while com- 
mercial options still remain 
available,” the State Depart- 
ment cautioned. 

Ryder did not say if the 
additional forces might sup- 
port the evacuation of those 
citizens if needed. Defence 
Secretary Lloyd Austin held 


Emergency workers use excavators to clear the rubble at the site of an Israeli strike in Beirut’s southern suburbs on Monday. — Photo: AP 


back-to-back calls with Is- 
raeli Defence Minister Yoav 
Gallant over the weekend as 
he pressed for a ceasefire 
and a reduction of tensions 
in the region, Ryder said. 
“Given the tensions, given 
the escalation, as I high- 
lighted, there is the potential 
for a wider regional conflict. 
I don’t think we're there yet, 
but it’s a dangerous, situa- 
tion” Ryder said during the 
briefing. 


Genocide: Lebanon PM 

Lebanon’s caretaker Prime 
Minister on Monday called 
Israel’s wave of airstrikes “a 
genocide in every sense of 
the word.” Najib Mikati 
made the comments at the 
start of a Cabinet meeting in 
Beirut in which he said Is- 
rael’s airstrikes aim to de- 
stroy Lebanon’s towns and 
villages. Mikati said that the 
Lebanese government is 
calling on the United Na- 


tions, the UN Security 
Council and world nations 
to “deter the aggression.” 


China urges its citizens 
to leave Israel, Lebanon 
China is urging its citizens in 
Lebanon and Israel to evac- 
uate or move to safe areas as 
the conflict between Israel 
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah is 
escalating. Chinese citizens 
in Lebanon should take com- 
mercial flights to return to 


China or otherwise leave 
Lebanon as soon as possible 
for their own safety, the 
Consular Department of 
China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said in a statement 
posted on social media plat- 
form WeChat on Monday. 
“Those who need to con- 
tinue to stay in Lebanon 
should remain highly vigi- 
lant, effectively strengthen 
their security precautions 
and emergency prepared- 


ness and avoid going to 
high-risk areas and sensitive 
areas in the south,” the state- 
ment read. On Sunday, the 
Chinese Embassy in Israel 
cautioned its citizens in the 
country to be prepared for 
any potential attacks includ- 
ing by missiles, rockets and 
drones. It added that Chi- 
nese people were advised 
against traveling to Israel 
and entering high-risk areas 
in the country’s north. 


Warns Americans to leave Lebanon 
as risk of regional war increases 


Aus rolls out 
additional aid 
for Gaza 


CANBERRA: The Aus- 
tralian government has 
announced additional 
humanitarian support 
for Gaza. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Penny 
Wong and Minister for 
International Develop- 
ment and the Pacific 
Pat Conroy on Monday 
said that Australia will 
provide an additional 
$6.8 million in response 
to the ongoing humani- 
tarian crisis in Gaza, ac- 
cording to Xinhua news 
agency. They said ina 
joint statement that the 
funding will be directed 
to UNICEF and the 
United Nations Popula- 
tion Fund (UNFPA) and 
will provide lifesaving 
assistance — including 
nutrition support and 
hygiene and dignity kits 
— with a focus on 
women and girls. ians 


8 killed in 
Gaza Strip 


DEIR AL-BALAH: Pales- 
tinian medical officials 
said Israeli airstrikes on 
the Gaza Strip have 
killed eight Palestini- 
ans, including five chil- 
dren. A girl and her par- 
ents were killed ina 
strike on a school shel- 
tering displaced people 
in central Gaza early on 
Monday. Her two sib- 
lings were wounded. Is- 
rael has struck several 
such schools-turned- 
shelters, saying mili- 
tants hide in them. ap 


Protesters clash in Bolivia, 
ex-President leads march 


EL ALTO 


Bolivia’s pro-government 
supporters and _ security 
forces confronted protest- 
ers loyal to former president 
Evo Morales in a street 
melee on Sunday, the sec- 
ond such violent escalation 
this week as fears grew of 
unrest in the Andean nation. 
The protesters and coun- 
terprotesters hurled fire- 
crackers, small dynamite 
bombs and stones at each 
other across a dusty sprawl 
in the city of El Alto, while 
riot police unleashed tear 
gas into the crowds. At least 
eight people were injured. 
The standoff — erupting 
while thousands of Boli- 
vians supporting Morales 
continued a weeklong 190- 
kilometre march to the cap- 
ital of La Paz — spoke to the 
depth of the schism in Boli- 
vian politics ahead of next 
year’s presidential election. 


A supporter of ex-President Evo Morales slings a rock at 
supporters of current President Luis Arce in El Alto. — Photo: AP 


Morales and his former 
economy minister-turned- 
bitter-rival, current Presi- 
dent Luis Arce, are vying to 
lead Bolivia’s long-domi- 
nant socialist party, known 
by its Spanish acronym 
MAS, into the 2025 vote. 

In recent months their 
power struggle has paral- 


ysed the government, exac- 
erbated the depletion of Bo- 
livia’s foreign-exchange re- 
serves and fuelled street 
protests. The political crisis 
began in 2019 when Morales 
— who came to power in 
2006 — was forced to resign 
after being reelected to a 
third term. ae 


‘US using Quad to 
contain China’ 


BEIJING 


China termed Quad as a tool 
used by the US to contain 
Beijing, asserting that inter- 
ference by any external 
force will not shake its de- 
termination to uphold its 
“sovereignty and maritime 
rights” in the disputed 
South and East China Seas. 
The Quad, identified as 
the premier regional group- 
ing in the US Indo-Pacific 
strategy, is a tool used by 
Washington to contain 
China to perpetuate its 
hegemony, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lin 
Jian told a media briefing, 
fielding a spate of questions 
on the Quad summit. 
Hosted by President Joe 
Biden, the Quad Summit 
took place on Saturday in 


his hometown Wilmington, 
Delaware. The summit was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Prime Min- 
ister Anthony Albanese of 
Australia, and Prime Minis- 
ter Fumio Kishida of Japan. 

Lin accused the US of 
pooling together countries 
to muster military and secu- 
rity cooperation under the 
pretext of maritime issues 
to contain China by ped- 
dling the threat narrative. 

The US says Qaud does- 
n't target China but the 
highest on its agenda is 
China, he said in a veiled 
reference to informal com- 
ments by Biden to fellow 
Quad leaders. Biden was 
caught on a hot mic telling 
leaders of the Quad nations 
that China was testing 
them. pri 


Harris raises 
$27 mn in NY 
fundraiser 

NEW YORK 


Vice President Kamala 
Harris raised $27 million at 
a packed New York City 
fundraiser on Sunday, her 
largest fundraising haul 
since she took over at the 
top of the ticket from Pres- 
ident Joe Biden, according 
to a Harris campaign aide. 

Though she has far more 
money than former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, it will 
be needed to compete with 
pricey advertising by deep- 
pocketed outside groups 
that support Trump, said 
the aide, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss private fundraising 
details. The fundraiser was 
held at Cipriani Wall Street 
in a massive Greek Revival 
ballroom. ae 


Dissanayake sworn in 
as Sri Lanka President 


Says he will 
usher in 
‘Renaissance’ 


COLOMBO 


Marxist leader Anura Ku- 
mara Dissanayake on Mon- 
day took oath as Sri Lanka’s 
new President and said he 
will usher in a ‘Renaissance’ 
for his country. 

Dissanayake (56) was 
sworn inas Sri Lanka’s ninth 
President by Chief Justice 
Jayantha Jayasuriya at the 
Presidential Secretariat. 

In his inaugural address 
to the nation, Dissanayake 
thanked his predecessor 
Ranil Wickremesinghe for 
respecting the people’s 
mandate and facilitating a 
peaceful transfer of power. 
“I assure you that I will do 
my best to preserve democ- 
racy and work towards 
restoring the honour of 
politicians as people have 
misgivings about their con- 
duct,” he said in an address 
after taking the oath. 

Dissanayake stressed Sri 
Lanka cannot remain in iso- 
lation and needed interna- 
tional cooperation. He said 


Anura Kumara Dissanayake during his swearing-in ceremony 
in Colombo on Monday. — Photo: Sri Lanka President's Office/AFP 


he is not a magician, but his 
objective is to be part of a 
collective responsibility to 
elevate the economic crisis- 
stricken country. 

“[?m not a magician. I’m 
an ordinary citizen born in 
this country. I have abilities 
and shortcomings. I have 
things I know and don’t 
know. My first task is to 
make use of people’s talents 
and know-how and make 
better decisions to lead this 
country,” he said. “I want to 
be a contributor to that col- 
lective responsibility,” he 
added. Later in a post on X 
after the swearing-in cere- 


mony, Dissanayake said, “I 
promise to fulfil your re- 
sponsibility to usher in a 
new era of Renaissance for 
this country, and I look for- 
ward to your collective con- 
tribution to that.” 

In another post, he 
thanked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for his con- 
gratulatory message and 
said he shared his commit- 
ment to strengthening bilat- 
eral ties. “Together, we can 
work towards enhancing 
cooperation for the benefit 
of our peoples and the entire 
region,” Dissanayake said in 
the post. pr 


Xi pledges 
more BRI 
investment 
in Lanka 


BEIJING 


Chinese President Xi Jin- 
ping on Monday congratu- 
lated his newly elected Sri 
Lankan counterpart Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake. 

He also pledged more 
high-quality cooperation 
through the BRI project, 
amid speculation that his 
Marxist background may 
lead to stronger ties with 
Beijing and a delicate bal- 
ancing act between China 
and India. 

In his congratulatory 
message to 56-year-old 
Dissanayake, Xi said he 
prizes the development of 
China-Sri Lanka relations, 
and stands ready to work 
with the Lankan leader to 
carry forward the tradi- 
tional friendship and en- 


hance political mutual 
trust. 
He also pledged to work 


with the Sri Lankan Presi- 
dent to facilitate more 
fruitful high-quality Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRD 
cooperation and make 
steady and long-term 
progress in the China-Sri 
Lanka strategic coopera- 


tive partnership. pti 


S Korea population to shrink 30% in 50 yrs 


SEOUL 


outh Korea is pro- 
S jected to see its pop- 

ulation drop signifi- 
cantly over the next 50 
years, and its global popu- 
lation ranking fall by 30 
notches over the ultra-low 
birth rate and rapid age- 
ing, according to a report 
on Monday. 

The country’s popula- 
tion is projected to reach 
36 million in 2072, down 
30.8 per cent from this 


year’s 52 million. Data 
from Statistics Korea 
showed that the country’s 
population peaked in 2020 
and has been on a decline, 
Yonhap news agency re- 
ported. The world popula- 
tion, however, is forecast 
to continue to rise during 
the cited period to reach 
10.22 billion in 2072, com- 
pared with an estimated 
8.16 billion this year. 
South Korea was the 
world’s 29th most popu- 
lous country in 2024, but 


the ranking is expected to 
fall to 59 in 2072, the re- 
port said. The country is 
facing grim demographic 
challenges as many young 
people opt to postpone or 
give up on getting married 
or having babies in line 
with changing social 
norms, lifestyles, tough 
job market and rising 
home prices. 

The fertility rate, the av- 
erage number of children 
a woman bears in her life- 
time, came to a fresh low 


of 0.72 in 2023, down from 
0.78 the previous year. It 
was much lower than the 
replacement level of 2.1 
that would keep South 
Korea’s population stable 
at 51 million, the report 
said. According to the 
forecast, South Korea’s 
population dependency 
ratio is projected to grow 
to 118.5 people in 2072 
from this year’s 42.5 peo- 
ple, which means greater 
pressure on the produc- 
tive population. 1ans 
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NEW DELHI 
Bumrah best 
fast bowler: 
Steve Smith 


V 


Cricket: England 
vs Australia, 3rd 
ODI, 5pm on Sony 
Sports Ten 5 


Australia batter Steve 
Smith has spoken 
glowingly of Jasprit 
Bumrah ahead of the 
Border-Gavaskar Tro- 
phy, calling the Indian 
arguably the best fast 
bowler across formats. 
The five-Test series be- 
tween India and Aus- 
tralia begins on No- 
vember 22. “He’s a 
wonderful bowler, 
whether | face him with 
the new ball, slightly 
older ball, or even the 
old ball. He’s a great 
bowler, arguably the 
best fast bowler across 
the three formats. It’s 
always going to bea 
challenge,” Smith said. 


DUBAI 

ICC releases 
Women’s T20 
WC song 


V 


The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) 
has released the offi- 
cial event song for the 
upcoming ICC 
Women’s T20 World 
Cup 2024 titled ‘What- 
ever It Takes’. The 
soundtrack is a collab- 
oration between the vi- 
brant all-girl pop group 
W.i.S.H., acclaimed 
music director Mikey 
McCleary, composer 
Parth Parekh, and pro- 
duced by Bay Music 
House. The single is 
now available for 
download and stream- 
ing on major platforms 
worldwide. 


LONDON 
Horschel 
wins again at 
Wentworth 


V 


Billy Horschel became 
the first American to 
win the BMW PGA 
Championship twice 
when he holed an eagle 
to beat four-time major 
winner Rory Mcllroy in 
a playoff. Horschel 
showed no sign of 
nerves when he sank a 
long putt from near the 
edge of the 18th green 
on the second playoff 
hole. Horschel and 
Mcllroy each closed 
with a 5-under 67 and 
were joined at 20- 
under 268 by Thriston 
Lawrence, who had 
a65. 


LONDON 
Cricketer 
suspended 
for 10 years 
yy 


The Independent 
Cricket Discipline Com- 
mission has suspended 
former Worcestershire 
cricketer Alex Hepburn, 
from all forms of 
cricket for 10 years. 
The suspension follows 
Hepburn’s criminal 
conviction in 2019 and 
his involvement in an 
offensive WhatsApp 
group during his time 
as a professional crick- 
eter. Hepburn was 
found guilty of rape 
after attacking a sleep- 
ing woman as part of a 
sexual conquest 
‘game’. The verdict 
was passed on Sep- 
tember 16. 
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Fire inside me helped: 
Pant on Test century 


Wicket-keeper batter opens up on his ‘nervous’ comeback against B’desh 


IANS 


NEW DELHI 


India star wicketkeeper- 
batter Rishabh Pant re- 
vealed he felt nervous dur- 
ing his comeback Test ton 
in Chennai in the first match 
against Bangladesh on Sun- 
day. However, Pant pressed 
that the fire inside him al- 
lowed him to score the 
record-equalling sixth Test 
century. 

Pant’s return to Test 
cricket has been nothing 
short of spectacular follow- 
ing a life-threatening car ac- 
cident in December 2022. 
He made his much-antici- 
pated comeback in Chennai. 
His 109-run innings in the 
second innings was filled 
with attacking strokes, cou- 
pled with well-timed de- 
fense, taking the Bangladesh 
bowlers by surprise. Pant 
admitted he felt the nerves 
upon his return. “I think I 
was very nervous. I was 
very jittery, but you know 
there was some fire inside 
that I wanted to make it hap- 
pen, and eventually, I did it, 
and I’m happy,” Pant said. 

While his 39-run effort in 
the first innings fell short of 
his expectations, Pant more 
than made up for it in the 
second, forging a crucial 
167-run partnership with 
opener Shubman Gill. Pant 
spoke highly of his partner- 
ship with Gill, crediting 
their camaraderie off the 
field for their success in the 
middle. 

“When you have a great 
relationship outside the 
field, it really helps to bat 
with that guy. We were just 
having fun, having chats, 
talking about the game, and 
staying relaxed. At the end 
of the day, we both knew 
what we wanted to do.” 


India’s Rishabh Pant in action during the first Test against Bangladesh at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai. — Photo: PTI 


“T think the understand- 
ing of the game for me is 
that cricket should improve 
wherever you play. So I was 
just trying to help the team 
that you can set a fielder 
here, and it was amazing. 
Actually, I enjoyed it,” Pant 
said. 

Pant’s explosive perform- 
ance, paired with Gill’s com- 
posed knock, laid the foun- 
dation for India’s massive 
280-run victory, putting 
them 1-0 up in the two- 
match Test series. Pant not 
only made headlines for his 
outstanding 109-run knock 
but also for a light-hearted 
moment caught on the 


stump mic that left fans and 
commentators in splits. On 
Day 3 of the Test, as 
Bangladesh captain Najmul 
Hossain Shanto adjusted his 
field placements during 
India’s second innings, Pant 
was heard cheekily instruct- 
ing the opposition on where 
to place their fielders. “O 
bhai, ek idhar aayega 
(Brother, one fielder should 
come here). One on mid- 
wicket,” Pant said during 
the second innings. With 
momentum firmly in their 
favour, India will look to 
seal the series in the second 
and final Test in Kanpur, 
which begins on Friday. 


India strengthen lead in WTC table 


DUBAI: A dominant India 
tightened their grip on the 
top spot in the World Test 
Championship table with a 
280-run victory over 
Bangladesh. 

India’s win in Chennai 
and the 12 WTC points re- 
assert their status at the 
top of the table, moving to 
a percentage of 71.67%, 
extending their lead on 
Australia in second 
(62.50%). Bangladesh, 
who had jumped to the 
fourth position following 


an exceptional 2-0 win 
against Pakistan, dropped 
to sixth place (point per- 
centage of 39.29%) behind 
Sri Lanka and England after 
the defeat. 

The Indians still have 
nine Tests remaining in this 
WTC cycle to decide their 
fate and make it to their 
third consecutive final of 
the tournament. They had 
ended as the runners-up in 
the previous two editions 
— to New Zealand (2020) 
and Australia (2022). pti 


Markram helps SA 
stop Afghanistan 
sweep ODI series 


SHARJAH 


South Africa denied 
Afghanistan a series sweep 
with a seven-wicket win in 
the third and final cricket 
ODI. 

Aiden Markram’s un- 
beaten 69 led South Africa 
to 170-3 with 17 overs to 
spare in the one-day inter- 
national after Afghanistan 
collapsed for the first time 
in the series and was 
bowled out for 169 in 34 
overs. Afghanistan won the 
series 2-1. 

An inexperienced South 
Africa was dismissed for 
106 and 134 in the first two 
games, but Markram paced 
the chase well on yet an- 
other slow wicket at Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium with a 
gritty 67-ball innings. 

“Feeling very happy with 
the series win,” Afghanistan 
captain Hashmatullah 
Shahidi said. “I would be 
more happy if we would 
have won this match.” He 
called the three runouts of 
his team’s batters “a big rea- 
son why we didn’t finish on 
top.” Afghanistan was miss- 
ing its ace leg-spinner 
Rashid Khan because of a 
hamstring injury. 

Earlier, Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz, who made a cen- 
tury in the last game, held 
the innings together by con- 
tributing 89 runs in 94 balls 
after Afghanistan chose to 
bat first. But none of the 
other top eight Afghan bat- 
ters could score more than 
10 with three of them run 
out. No. 9 batter AM Ghaz- 
anfar made a whirlwind 31 
not out off 15 but South 
Africa always looked in 
control through the disci- 
plined bowling of Lungi 
Ngidi, Nqabayomzi Peter 
and Andile Phehlukwayo, 
who all picked up two wick- 
ets each. 

South Africa finally got 
used to the conditions in the 
United Arab Emirates as 
their pace bowlers Negidi 


os 


SA’s Aiden Markram plays a 
shot against Afghanistan 
during the 3rd ODI in Sharjah. 


and Phehlukwayo were well 
supported by some superb 
fielding. Ngidi tested the 
batters upfront through his 
cutters and slow balls and 
pinned debutant opener 
Abdul Malik leg before 
wicket inside the power 
play. 

Ngidi then had Rahmat 
Shah run out when Gurbaz’s 
drive clipped his fingers in 
the follow-through and hit 
the stumps at the non- 
striker’s end. Shahidi was 
run out while going for a 
second run and Ikram 
Alikhil met a similar fate 
when he went too far down 
the wicket before Gurbaz 


sent him back as 
Afghanistan slipped to 113-5 
in the 22nd over. 


South Africa should have 
dismissed Mohammad Nabi 
on 5 but captain Temba 
Bavuma didn’t go for the 
television referral against 
Bjorn Fortuin’s arm ball be- 
fore the spinner had Nabi 
caught behind in his next 
over. 

BRIEF SCORES: 

Afghanistan 169 in 34 overs 
(Rahmanullah Gurbaz 89; 
Lungi Ngidi 2/22, Nqabayomzi 
Peter 2/22, Andile Pheluk- 
wayo 2/17) lost to South 
Africa 170/3 in 33 overs 
(Aiden Makram 69 no). ap 


Sahil fires India U-19 
to series win over Aus 


PUDUCHERRY 


Sahil Parakh made an ag- 
gressive unbeaten hundred 
as India Under-19 brushed 
aside Australia by nine 
wickets here on Monday to 
take an unassailable 2-0 lead 
in the three-match ODIs. 
Parakh’s hundred (109 
not out, 75b, 14x4, 5x6) 
helped India achieve the 
target of 177 in just 22 overs. 
After the early departure of 
Rudra Patel (10), Parakh 
stitched a fine partnership 
of 153 with Abhigyan Kundu 
(53 not out, 50b, 9x4) to take 


their side home easily. 
Earlier, medium pacer 
Samarth Nagaraj (2/34), 
Kerala leg-spinner Mo- 
hammed Enaan (2/30) and 
off-spinner Kiran Chormale 
(2/29) shared six wickets 
among them to restrict the 
Aussies to 176 all-out in 49.3 
overs. 
BRIEF SCORES: Australia U- 
19 176 in 49.3 overs (Addison 
Sheriff 39; Samarth Nagaraj 
2/34, Mohammed Enaan 
2/30, Kiran Chormale 2/29) 
lost to India U-19 177/1in 22 
overs (Sahil Parakh 109 no, 
Abhigyan Kundu 53 no). et 


Jayasuriya spins it Sri Lanka’s way 


Scalps five wickets in team’s 63-run win over New Zealand in first Test 


GALLE 

Left-arm spinner Prabath 
Jayasuriya delivered a stel- 
lar five-wicket haul in the 
second innings and nine 
wickets overall, to lead Sri 
Lanka to a 63-run victory 
over New Zealand in the 
first Test on Monday. 

New Zealand resumed 
play on the final day needing 
68 more runs to reach a vic- 
tory target of 275. However, 
they managed to add just 
four runs before Sri Lanka 
wrapped up the game in 


only 3.4 overs. Overnight 
batsman Rachin Ravindra, 
who had kept New 
Zealand’s hopes alive witha 
valiant 91 on Sunday, could 
only add one more run to his 
total before being trapped 
leg before wicket by Jaya- 
suriya. 

The promising left-han- 
der’s resistance ended as he 
misjudged a delivery trying 
to defend on the back foot. 
In Jayasuriya’s next over, he 
bowled last man William 
O’Rourke for a duck, sealing 
Sri Lanka’s victory in a 


takes 


tightly contested match and 
the 32-year-old spinner’s 
eighth five-wicket haul in 
tests. 

Although Ravindra nar- 
rowly missed out on a well- 
deserved century, his score 
of 92 is now the highest by a 
New Zealand batter in 
Galle, surpassing Ross Tay- 
lor’s 86. 


BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 
305 & 309 bt New Zealand 
340 & 211 in overs 71.4 
overs (Rachin Ravindra 92; 
Prabath Jayasuriya 5/68). ae 


Sri Lanka’s Prabath Jayasuriya (right) celebrates with Kusal 
Mendis after taking a New Zealand wicket on Monday. —Photo: AFP 
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FOOTBALL NEW DELHI 


Man City’s Rodri out 
for the season with 
ACL injury: Report 


Manchester City have suffered a 
setback as midfielder Rodri has 
been ruled out of the 2024/25 Pre- 
mier League season following his 
injury during the game against 
Arsenal on Sunday. According to 
areport by ESPN, Rodri has been 
ruled out of the 2024/25 season 
due to an anterior cruciate liga- 
ment tear in his right knee. The 
extent of his injury was unknown 
after he was subbed off during 
the important clash but tests on 
Monday confirmed Manchester 
City’s nightmare. 


FOOTBALL SYDNEY 


Football Australia 
appoint Popovic as 
new head coach 


Football Australia has ap- 
pointed former Asian Champi- 
ons League winning manager 
Tony Popovic as the new head 
coach of the Australian men’s 
team until the end of the 2026 
World Cup. Popovic, 51, replaces 
Graham Arnold, who stepped 
down last week after an indiffer- 
ent start to the Socceroos’ World 
Cup qualification in the Asia 
zone. “Iam extremely honoured 
to be given this opportunity to 
lead the Socceroos as head 
coach,” Popovic said. 


CRICKET HARARE 


Important to put 
opposition under 
pressure: Dussen 


Rassie van der Dussen delivered 
an outstanding performances in 
the Zim Afro T10 tournament, 
scoring a solid half-century 
against the Bulawayo Brave 
Jaguars and following up with a 
crucial unbeaten 81 against the 
Joburg Bangla Tigers. “I think 
it’s pretty similar like any other 
T10 format, it’s ten overs so we 
look to get off to a good start 
and then once you find that 
rhythm, it becomes important to 
put your opposition under pres- 
sure,” Dussen said. 


CRICKET LONDON 


Lancashire CEO hails 
BCCI’s domestic 
cricket focus 


The BCCI directing its estab- 
lished players to participate in 
domestic cricket has been 
termed “fantastic prioritising” 
by Lancashire’s CEO Daniel Gid- 
ney, who accused the English 
players’ agents for facilitating 
their foray into the lucrative 
franchise leagues at the expense 
of the traditional red-ball com- 
petition. “Imagine a governing 
body (BCCD actually saying that 
out loud ... That was fantastic 
prioritising,” Gidney was quoted 
as saying by ‘The Guardian’. 


CYCLE ZURICH 


Former Olympic champ 
Carapaz withdraws 
from cycling worlds 


Cyclist Richard Carapaz has 
withdrawn from the cycling 
world championship road race 
because of an urgent family 
issue. Carapaz said in a state- 
ment that he was travelling 
home to Ecuador to be with his 
daughter who underwent emer- 
gency surgery. “The surgery 
went well. However, she still re- 
quires care,” Carapaz said. “Due 
to this family emergency, I have 
not been able to train for several 
days and my condition is not up 
to what Ecuador deserves” 
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HYDERABAD 


School 
Games from 


tomorrow 
V 


The 68th School 
Games Kabaddi and 
Kho-Kho Champi- 
onship, Bahadurpura 
Mandal Zone (Under 14 
to 17 boys and girls) 
will take place in Hy- 
derabad from Septem- 
ber 25 to 27. The sub- 
mission of form has 
commenced. For fur- 
ther details, contact 
Mohammed Rafig at 
9848770937. 


KOLKATA 


ISL: Mohun 
Bagan secure 
3-2 victory 

ye 


Mohun Bagan Super 
Giant secured a dra- 
matic 3-2 victory over 
NorthEast United FC, 
overturning two deficits 
in a pulsating Indian 
Super League clash at 
the Salt Lake Stadium 
on Monday. Jason Cum- 
mings sealed the victory 
with a decisive strike in 
the 87th minute. Earlier, 
the game exploded into 
life early, with three 
goals in the opening 24 
minutes as both sides 
traded blows. 


BERLIN 

Team Europe 
lift Laver Cup 
trophy 

V 


Carlos Alcaraz deliv- 
ered a pair of stunning 
performances in Berlin 
to help Team Europe 
complete a thrilling 
come-from-behind 13- 
11 victory to lift the 
Laver Cup title. The 
Spaniard dispatched 
Taylor Fritz 6-2, 7-5ina 
winner-takes-all sin- 
gles clash on Sunday 
night to ensure Team 
Europe lifted the team 
event trophy for the 
first time since 2021. 


Horoscope 
Aries (March 21-April 20) 
As mind ruler Moon 
> influence on your 
attitude aided by 
may begin the day with suspi- 
cion. If you are involved in activ- 
enue, you may become 
suspicious of people involved in 
taken up any special activity, 
you will doubt your capacity to 
TAURUS 
(April 21-May 21) 
strength in debili- 
tation zone, you 
about social rela- 
tions. There may be some dis- 
friends and you may find it nec- 
essary to extend a helping hand. 
limited, you will display that you 
are committed to help your 
go to any extent on this. 
GEMINI 
Mercury's 
4) lonely journey 
ruling quarters 
will keep you on 
with opportunistic ideas but 
you may fear putting them 
or discharge of duties. A 
suspicion of someone 
you may force you to hesi- 
tate. You may wait for the 


ARIES 
exercises heavy 
ie 
Southern Node, you 
ity that fetches you daily rev- 
collecting revenues. If you have 
complete it on time. 
With Mars gaining 
may be serious 
tressing news about one of your 
Despite your resources being 
friend indicating that you would 
(May 22- June 21) 
in your second 
high alert. You will be plush 
to use in official interactions 
closely keeping an eye on 
best opportunity to act. 


News from 


SPORT 


Barcelona 


ee LOU Villarreal 


Win 5-1 to extend perfect start in La Liga 


Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski (centre) celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal against 
Villarreal during their La Liga match in Villarreal, Spain. — Photo: AP 


AP 
MADRID 


Barcelona extended their 
perfect start to the Spanish 
league season but lost goal- 
keeper Marc-Andre ter Ste- 
gen to a serious knee injury. 

Barcelona routed host 
Villarreal 5-1 on Sunday 
night to pick up its sixth 
straight victory in the com- 
petition but saw captain Ter 
Stegen leave the match ona 
stretcher just before half- 
time after his right knee 
buckled when he fell awk- 
wardly after going up for a 
ball crossed into the area. 

Barcelona president Joan 
Laporta said the injury ap- 
peared to be a torn ligament 
but more tests would be 
conducted. Local media re- 
ports said Ter Stegen went 
from the stadium to the hos- 
pital in an ambulance and 
left the hospital in a wheel- 
chair. 

“This injury makes us 
sad. I think the injury will be 
huge but we have to wait for 
more information,” 
Barcelona coach Hansi 
Flick said. “We have to ac- 
cept it. It’s not easy. It was 


CANCER 
(June 22- July 22) 
You may be ready 
IZ wv to meet commit- 
S97, ments as per your 
“7=S~ day's budget and 
priorities. But you 
may disobey own priority list 
as the day progresses. Friends 
and associates may change 
your mind on immediate ne- 
cessities upsetting budget 
calculations. If you fail on 
commitments, it will be your 
own doing. Changing of priori- 
ties may not be of help to you. 
LEO 
(uly 23-Aug. 23) 

You may feel un- 
comfortable de- 
spite being sur- 
rounded by known 

persons. With Mer- 
cury and Southern Node to- 
gether influencing your body 
and soul, you may tend to look 
at people with inimical feelings. 
Feelings of hatred may force 
you to think you are a loner on 
this Earth and you have no well- 
wishers in life. Assess if you are 
on the right path. 
VIRGO 
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 

You will be own 
self and all is- 
sues that you 
kept aside all 

these days may 
seek your attention. You will 
also find it apt to speed up 
certain business initiatives 
with a view to complete them 
well before deadlines. This 
may be necessary for you to 
claim supremacy over profes- 
sional rivals. You will keep 
changing priorities to suit im- 
mediate purposes. 


Hansi Flick’s side 
registered its sixth 
straight win but saw 
captain Ter Stegen 
leave the match on 
a stretcher 


an accident. It’s very 
tough.” Players from both 
teams immediately called 
for medical assistance after 
Ter Stegen fell to the 
ground in pain. He was re- 
placed by reserve goal- 
keeper Ifaki Pefia. 

Real Madrid goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois, who 
missed most of last season 
with a similar injury, 
showed his support to Ter 
Stegen with a message on X, 
saying that it hurt to see his 
colleague leave the field like 
that and that he hoped he 
would recover soon. 

It was the latest injury to 
Flick’s Barcelona, which is 
already without Dani Olmo, 
Frenkie de Jong, Gavi and 
Ronald Araujo, among oth- 
ers. Robert Lewandowski 
scored a pair of first-half 
goals and Raphinha added 


pa NY 


LIBRA 
(Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 
= _ You may feel bur- 
<——s~ dened with addi- 
es tional loads of 
work. Saturn’s ret- 
rogression may bring 
you back certain tasks that you 
initially refused to take up. You 
may learn that entrusted tasks 
were partly handled by senior 
colleagues. You may look dis- 
gusted at this development but 
you will learn there is not much 
you can do on this. Your atti- 
tude could be reason for this. 
SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
The day may be 
i provocative. With 
(Ge aweak Mars guid- 
Ss ing your mind, you 
may be provoked 
into arguments and counter-ar- 
guments in personal or official 
interactions. To have a peaceful 
day, just pull out of discussion 
when you feel provoked. Or, you 
can ask counterparts to limit 
themselves to the topics of dis- 
cussion. Plan the day with per- 
fection. 
SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 

With restrictions 
being relaxed 
around, you 
may find it nec- 

essary to under- 
take long-distance travel that 
you kept pending. But as 
Libra gets influenced by mul- 
tiple celestial entities, you 
need to be extra careful even 
if you are fully prepared. 
Don’t be complacent in taking 
precautions when you go long 
distance. Keep off new and 
suspicious persons. 


two after the interval, with 
Pablo Torre also scoring for 
the Catalan club in the sec- 
ond half. Lewandowski now 
has six goals from the first 
six matches and leads the 
league in scoring. 

Ayoze Pérez scored the 
only goal for the hosts in the 
38th, with his team already 
trailing 2-0. Villarreal had 
entered the round in fourth 
place, four points behind 
Barcelona. Barcelona has 
outscored its opponents 22- 
5 in its first six games. It has 
a four-point lead over Real 
Madrid, which beat Es- 
panyol 4-1 on Saturday. 

Atletico Madrid held 
Atletico Madrid missed a 
chance to keep pace with 
Barcelona after a 1-1 draw 
with Madrid rival Rayo Val- 
lecano. 

Rayo took the lede 
through Isi Palazon in the 
35th minute, and Conor Gal- 
lagher equalized for the vis- 
itors in the 49th. Atletico 
was coming off three 
straight wins in all competi- 
tions. In other results Sun- 
day, Getafe and Leganes 
drew 1-land Athletic Bilbao 
defeated Celta Vigo 3-1. 


J U B Sastry 


© CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

As retrograde Sat- 
urn controls your 
thought process 
and decisions, you 

may tend to allow 

others to speak and express their 
views first, before you speak. 
This nature of yours may find ap- 


preciation and earn goodwill in 
your social circle. Your interac- 
tions will provide fair assess- 
ment of counterparts and it will 
be helpful in consolidating rela- 
tions. You are on the right path. 
AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
= You will have an ex- 
|] ”N citing day in 
(@ money matters. 
2D You may witness 
bank coffers inflat- 
ing due to arrival of funds from 
sources within family and out- 
side. If you have a working 
daughter, she may contribute to 
your account flattening. Other 
family members would also be 
ready to extend financial sup- 
port for your initiatives. You will 
be on cloud nine. 
PISCES 
(Feb. 20-March 20) 
You may have 
embarked ona 
‘E, new mission 
with high confi- 
dence but you will 
find it necessary to indulge in 
sweet talking to convince 
people around of the genuine- 
ness of your intentions and 
ideas. You may have once 
succeeded in such a mission 
but you will find it hard to re- 
peat the performance. Still, 
you will not give up on 
achieving the goals. 


Gukesh & Co highlight team effort 


A dream come true, says Gukesh after Chess Olympiad triumph 


NEW DELHI 


A dream come true, a nice 
feeling. The maiden Chess 
Olympiad gold meant differ- 
ent things for the members 
of the five-strong Indian 
men’s team, spearheaded 
stupendously by the 
youngest-ever challenger to 
the world title — D Gukesh. 

The 18-year-old issued a 
statement of sorts ahead of 
his eagerly-anticipated 
world championship clash 
in November against Ding 
Liren of China by register- 
ing one of the best-ever in- 
dividual performances in 
the just-concluded 45th 
Olympiad. “I am just super 
happy right now,” Gukesh 
said after winning his final 
round game against giant- 
killer Vladimir Fedoseev of 
Slovenia on Sunday. 

It was a sensational dis- 
play by the teenager on the 
top board for India as he 
notched up nine points out 
of his 10 games conceding 
just a couple of draws be- 


Chirag’s 
all-round show 
does the job 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Riding on Chirag Yadav’s 
all-round brilliance, Team 
D defeated Team B by 32 
runs in the HCA Men’s U- 
19 Junior Zonals (Vinoo 
Mankad Trophy Proba- 
bles) Tournament in Hy- 
derabad on Monday. 
Chirag’s stellar 110 (9x4, 
2x6), supported by K 
Krithin Reddy’s crucial 69, 
powered Team D to 232/5 
in 45 overs. Chirag then de- 
livered with the ball, claim- 
ing 5/24 to help his team 
bowl out Team B for 200 in 
40.1 overs. 
RESULTS: HCA Men’s U-19 
Junior Zonals (Vinoo 
Mankad Trophy Probables): 
Team C 203 in 46 overs (C 
Siddharth Rao 44, J Aditya 
70; Sacheit 3/32) bt Team A 
106 in 25.2 overs (MA Malik 
3/29, Ahwinan 3/22); Team 
E 230/5 in 50 overs (M Jash- 
wanth 73) bt Team F 200/9 
in 50 overs (R Alankrit 86 no; 
Yashveer 4/29, Ruthish 
3/36); Team D 232/5 in 45 
overs (K Krithin Reddy 69, 
Chirag Yadav 110, K Srikhar 
3/41) bt Team B 200 in 40.1 
overs (Ayaan Mohd Ahmed 
48; Chirag Yadav 5/24). 


COMIC STRIPS 


The Indian contingent celebrates their win in Budapest. 


sides eight victories. This 
phenomenal performance 
helped the team clinch gold 
as India scored a dominating 
21 points out of a possible 22, 
winning 10 and drawing just 
one match against last 
Olympiad winners Uzbek- 
istan. 

“Tt was a very nice experi- 
ence for me personally and 
for the team...this was basi- 
cally a dream (come true),” 
Gukesh said. The women 


too won gold and both the 
teams were seen jumping 
for joy at the podium. An- 
other key contributor to the 
men’s success was Arjun 
Erigaisi, who scored 10 
points playing all 11 games in 
the event. He has now ele- 
vated himself to number 
three in live world rankings 
behind Magnus Carlsen of 
Norway and American 
Hikaru Nakamura. As the 
team returns home on Mon- 


day, the real celebrations 
might have to wait a couple 
of days but it has proved be- 
yond any doubt that India 
can now be called the Chess 
powerhouse of the world. “I 
thought even if we lose the 
match, we still win on tie 
breaks. We wanted to win 
the match, of course. We 
were expecting a win. We 
were all pretty relaxed. But 
yeah, glad that me and Arjun 
got the job done,” Gukesh 
said. Indian men had earlier 
won two bronze medals — 
in 2014 and 2022 (held in 
Chennai) — in the show- 
piece. 

“This tournament for me, 
especially since what hap- 
pened last time, we were so 
close as the team to win 
goal. This time I thought no 
matter what I’m going to do, 
whatever it takes to win the 
team goal,” Gukesh told 
Chess24 earlier. “So I did 
not really think about the in- 
dividual performance much. 
I just wanted the team to 
win this time.” pt: 


INDE Racing secure 3rd spot 
in FIM E-Xlporer World Cup 


CRANS-MONTANA 


INDE Racing, the first In- 
dian team in the FIM E- 
Xplorer World Cup, an elec- 
tric off-road race, scripted 
history by claiming third 
place in the competition. 
The only bike racing team 
ever from India amassed 
479 points across four 
rounds to seal their third- 
place finish, in their debut 
season. 

Bonnell and Honda Rac- 
ing team finished ahead of 
INDE Racing, in first and 
second place with 498 and 
490 points, respectively. 
Sandra Gomez, INDE Rac- 
ing’s female rider, claimed 
the top spot at the end of the 
season with 271 points while 
Spenser Wilton and Runar 
Sudamann put together 162 
and 46 points, respectively 
to finish third in the men’s 
category. “Yesterday was a 
very good day for the team, 
we earned a men’s P3 anda 
women’s Pl and then we 
ended up clinching the third 
overall in the World cham- 
pionship. This is INDE’s 
first World Championship 
podium at the FIM E- 


CALVIN & HOBBES 


GOOD NENS, HOBBES! 
TM STARTING A SECRET 
CLUB, AND YOU 
CAN BE IN IT! 
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TLL BE GREAT! WE'LL 
THINK OF SECRET NAMES 
FOR QURSEVWES, SECRET 
CODES FOR QUR. SECRET 
CORRESPONDENCE, A 
SECRET HANDSHAKE. ... 


HEF. FOR. A FEW 
PAYS. 


jonn@edisonlee.net www.edisonleecomic.com 
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SHES MY SISTERS. 
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WHAT’S THE VERDICT, V'VE GOT GOOD NEWS 
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INDE Racing team after their podium finish in the FIM E-Xplorer WC. 


Xplorer, which is super 
cool. The track was rough, 
lots of rocks, but the team 
worked hard all weekend, 
and it was a full team effort 
to get a position on the 
podium,” Wilton said after 
the race. 

Sandra Gomes also 
weighed in saying, “The 
goal was to be involved and 
battle against the leading 
group in the last two races 
and I am very happy with 
myself for having done that. 
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WE'LL. HAVE A SECRET CLUB- 
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AND WE'LL DO WHY ALL THE 
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The track was a lot more su- 
percross than I am used to 
and I needed to give my 
everything. I got off to a 
good start in both the races 
and went on to finish first on 
the day before and second 
yesterday to win the overall 
championship.” 

INDE Racing began the 
season on a positive note 
with a first-place finish for 
Sandra and a fourth-place 
finish for Spenser in Osaka, 
on February 16-17. 1ans 


PEOPLE PAY MORE ATTENTION 
TO YOU WHEN THEY THINK 
NOU'RE UP TO SOMETHING. 


GO AHEAP AND 
PET HER. SHE WONT, 
BITE. 
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FLASHGORDON __ 


FUH-FLASH 


, ALLOWED 


TO SAY. 


NUH-NOT 
ALLOWED 
TO LEAVE. 


www.Blondie.com 


BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, ALL 
YOUR BACK PAIN 
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“I CAN HEAR THEM COMING. 


THEY KNOW YOU’RE HUH-HERE. 
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“THEY WERE DEATH PATROL. 
TUH-TORTURE DIVISION. 
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SPAIN VACATION 


Fun-filled 
glimpses 


Shiny Doshi gave fans a 
glimpse of her fun-filled holi- 
day in Spain by sharing a 
lively video on social media 


platform Instagram. 


: a bas 


DIRECTORIAL DEBUT 


Parenting 
Styles 


Ryan Reynolds, who was re- 


cently seen in Deadpool & 
Wolverine, said current gener- 
ation of parents are very ‘soft’ 
compared to his childhood. 


STIMULATED RELATIONSHIP 


PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT 


Raghav Juyal 
on ‘Yudhra’ role 


Raghav Juyal has talked about 
how hi 


News from 


ENTERTAINMENT 


IT’S OFFICIAL 


DIRECTOR KIRAN RAO SAYS IT’S ‘GREAT PRIVILEGE TO BE 
SELECTED FROM AMONG SUCH AMAZING INDIAN FILMS’ 


ilmmaker Kiran Rao ex- 

pressed her gratitude as 

her film  ‘Laapataa 

Ladies’ has been chosen 

as India’s official entry to 
the Oscars 2025 in the Best For- 
eign Film Category by the Film 
Federation of India, and said that 
it is a great privilege to be se- 
lected from among such amazing 
Indian films this year. 

“I am deeply honoured and be- 
yond delighted that our 
film ‘Laapataa 
Ladies’ has been 
chosen as 
India’s official 
entry to the 
Academy 
Awards. This 
recognition is a 
testament to the WE 
tireless work of ‘ 
my entire team, 
whose _ dedica- 
tionandpas- | 
sion yf if 


i) 


: 


Warner set to 


brought this story to life,” Kiran 
said in a statement. 

Kiran added: “Cinema has al- 
ways been a powerful medium to 
connect hearts, transcend bound- 
aries, and ignite meaningful con- 
versations. I hope that this film 
will resonate with audiences 
across the world, just as it has in 
India.” 

She then expressed her “heart- 
felt gratitude to the selection 
committee and to everyone 

who believed in this film”. 
. ‘Laapataa _ Ladies’ 
was contending 
alongside 29 film 
including names 
y such the ‘Animal’, 

‘Kill’, ‘Kalki 2898 | 
‘Srikanth’, 


pion’, Joram’, ‘Maidaan’, ‘Sam Ba- 
hadur’, ‘Article 370’, the Malay- 
alam film ‘Aattam’, which was 
feted with the National Award for 
Best Feature Film this year and 
Payal Kapadia’s ‘All We Imagine 
As Light’, a Cannes winner. 

“It is indeed a great privilege to 
be selected from among such 
amazing Indian films this year — 
who are equally worthy con- 
tenders for this honour,” she said. 

She went on to 
thank Aamir Khan 
Productions 
and Jio Stu- 

dios for their 
unwavering 
support and 
faith in this 
@ vision. “It 
has been a 
privilege to 


Shraddha celebrates 


Hari Hara Veera 
Mallu part-1 on 
March 28 


ower Star Pawan Kalyan’s fans have been waiting with 

great anticipation to see him back on big screens in his 

full glory. Ending their long wait, the actor’s massive 
action epic, ‘Hari Hara Veera Mallu Part-l: Sword vs Spirit’ 
is gearing up for grand release on March 28, 2025. 

After a long gap, Pawan Kalyan is back on sets to finish 
the remaining shooting of this long-awaited warrior out- 
law’s epic journey. Everyone in the team planned meticu- 
lously to make sure his time is well-utilised. The team 
started shooting for the massive action sequence with dou- 
ble the energy looking at the active participation of power 
star who looked 


stunning in the 
get-up. 
The new sched- 


ule for the film has 
started on Septem- 
ber 23, under the 
stunt direction of 
Hollywood legend, 
Nick Powell, at Vi- 
jayawada. The 
movie team has 
erected a huge set 
under the supervi- 
sion of legendary 
production  de- 
signer, Thota Tha- 
rani. A massive 
crew of 400 stunts- 
men and many 
more junior artists 
will be participat- 
ing in this shoot. 
Veteran actors 
like Nasser, Raghu 
Babu, Ayyappa P 


work alongside such a passionate 
and talented team of profession- 
als who shared my commitment 
to telling this story. I also want to 
extend my heartfelt thanks to the 
entire cast and crew, whose im- 
mense talent, dedication, and 
hard work made this film possi- 
ble. This journey has been one of 
incredible collaboration and 
growth,” she added. 

She added: To the audience, 
your love and support mean the 
world to us, and it is your belief in 
this film that continues to inspire 
us as filmmakers to push creative 
boundaries. Thank you once 
again for this incredible honour. Sharma and popu- 
We look forward to taking this lar actors like 
journey ahead with great enthusi- Sunil, Narra Srinu, 
asm.” Sharing her excitement, and Nihar will be 
Jyoti Deshpande, president, part of the shoot too. Young director Jyoti Krisna has metic- 
media and content business, RIL, ulously planned the execution of the sequence along with 
added: “‘Laapataa Ladies’ being ace cinematographer Manoj Paramahamsa and VFX su- 
selected as India’s entry for Oscar | pervisor Srinivas Mohan. 
is a true testimony of our vision Legendary actor Anupam Kher, and Bollywood sensa- 
and commitment to MakeinIndia | tion, ‘Animal’ fame Bobby Deol are playing important roles 
and Show the world’.” in the movie with Niddhi Agerwal playing the leading lady 

‘Laapataa Ladies’ premiered in role. Oscar award winning composer MM Keeravani is 
March 2024 in India and told the composing music for the film. 
story about the misadventures of A Dayakar Rao is producing the film on Mega Surya Pro- 
two young brides who become | ductions banner with legendary producer AM Rathnam 
separated on the same train but presenting it. Pawan Kalyan’s action epic Hari Hara Veera 
with different grooms. It is a | Mallu Part-1 Sword vs Spirit is set to release in Telugu, 
blend of mistaken identities and | Tamil, Malayalam, Hindi and Kannada languages world- 
laugh-out-loud escapades. 1ans wide. 


Pushpa 2 new poster unveiled 


make Telugu 
cinema debut? 


ormer Australian cricketer David Warner 

is all set to make his debut in the Telugu 

film industry with a cameo in Nithiin’s up- 
coming film ‘Robinhood’, according to reports. 
The film is being directed by Venky Kudumula, 
known for ‘Chalo’ and ‘Bheeshma’. 

Social media is abuzz with photographs of 
Warner shooting for his scenes in the movie in 
Australia, further fuelling the excitement around 
his debut. 

The flamboyant former Aussie opener, has 
been a long-time fan of Telugu cinema, fre- 
quently sharing TikToks and Reels mimicking 
popular dance moves, dialogues and manner- 
isms from films like ‘Pushpa’ and ‘Sarileru 
Neekevwvaru’. He has often expressed his love for 
Telugu movies and Hyderabad on social media, 
recently sharing an Instagram story praising the 
city. 

The cricketer’s involvement in ‘Robinhood’ 
seems confirmed, as he now follows both actor 
Nithiin and director Venky Kudumula on Insta- 
gram. Telugu fans, who have become huge ad- 
mires of Warner due to his viral videos, are ea- 
gerly anticipating his big-screen appearance. 

Meanwhile, Sreeleela has been confirmed as 
the female lead, replacing Rashmika Mandanna, 
with her role being revealed through a poster on 
her birthday. Nithiin’s film line-up includes 
‘Thammudw’ and ‘Robinhood’, while Sreeleela is 
juggling multiple projects including ‘Robinhood’, 
‘Ustaad Bhagat Singh’ and ‘RT75’. 

Warner, who officially announced his retire- 
ment from international cricket on June 25, 
seems like he may take up more prominent roles 
in Telugu cinema after his debut in ‘Robinhood’. 

— Pratyusha Sista 


‘Stree 2’ success 


hraddha Kapoor, who 

is currently basking in 

the success of her lat- 
est release ‘Stree 2’, cele- 
brated the film’s success 
with the most inspiring 
“strees” in her life. 

Shraddha took to Insta- 
gram, where she shared a 
gamut of pictures from her 
girls’ night out with her 
friends, with whom she cel- 
ebrated the roaring success 
of ‘Stree 2’, which crossed 
the Rs 600 crore benchmark 
on Sunday, as per trade an- 
alyst Taran Adarsh. 

In the images, the actor is 
seen wearing a fiery red 
dress. Her friends too fol- 
lowed the colour theme. 
Shraddha also shared a pic- 
ture of a cake, which had 
“Record breaking Stree” 
written on it. 

“Jashn ka vatavaran With 
the most inspiring and won- 
derful Strees in my life - my 
‘Magic Girls’ 
@shraddha.naik @maahek- 
nair @namrata.deepak_ 
@nikitamenonl (sic),” 


wrote Shraddha, who is one 
the most followed Bolly- 
wood celebrity with a fol- 
lowing of a jaw-dropping 
93.2 million. 

‘Stree 2’ is the fifth instal- 
ment in the Maddock Su- 
pernatural Universe and 
serves as the sequel to 
‘Stree’, which was released 
in 2018. The film also stars 
Rajkummar Rao, Abhishek 
Banerjee, Pankaj Tripathi, 
and Aparshakti Khurana. 

She revealed that she had 
a furry-friend joining the 
family and introduced her 
as “nanhi stree” named 
‘Small’. In the caption, she 
wrote: “Mere ghar aayi ek 
nanhi stree!!! Miliye ‘Small’ 
se. Humaari nayi family 
member Meri dildaar dost 
@fazaa_s6 ne is choti si 
khushi ko mujhe gift kiya. 
Ab ye hua na sabse best 
tareeka jashn manane ka.. 
Woh toh alag baat hai ki is 
celebration mein ek koi hai 
jo kaafi na khush hai.. Swipe 
karke dekho woh shaqs 
kaun hai (sic).” ans 


s the anticipation for 

the upcoming Allu 

Arjun-starrer 
‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’ reaches 
a fever pitch, the makers of 
the film dropped a new 
poster from the film on 
Monday. 

The makers took to Insta- 
gram, and shared the new 
poster of the film featuring 
Arjun with his back facing 
the camera as he looks over 
the ruins in the aftermath of 
a possible destruction. 
The poster has a monochro- 
matic hue of crimson with 
the text, “75 days to go” writ- 
ten over it. 

They wrote in the cap- 
tion, “75 DAYS for the world 
to witness Pushpa and his 
matchless aura on the big 
screens. #Pushpa2TheRule 
will mark an unprecedented 
chapter in Indian Cinema. 
THE RULE IN CINEMAS 
on 6th DEC 2024 (sic).” 

‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’ is, 
undoubtedly, the most- 
awaited film of the year and 
is sure to break records 
upon its release. With the 


its thrilling teaser and songs, 
it’s hard for the audience to 
wait any longer for this 
mega entertainer. Come De- 
cember 6, the world will 
witness Pushpa and his un- 
paralleled aura on the big 
screen. 

Produced by Mythri 
Movie Makers, ‘Pushpa 2: 
The Rule’ is directed by 


hadh Faasil in the lead roles. 
The music of the film is 
from T-Series. 

December 6 will witness 
the clash of two films on the 
box-office, the Allu Arjun- 
starrer ‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’, 
and the Vicky Kaushal-star- 
rer ‘Chhaava’. Incidentally, 
both the films star Rashmika 
Mandanna as the female 
lead. While ‘Pushpa 2: The 
Rule’ is fictional story, and is 
a sequel to the 2021 box-of- 
fice juggernaut ‘Pushpa: The 
Rise’, ‘Chhaava’ is a period 
film. 

‘Chhava’ is directed by 
Laxman Utekar, and is 
based upon the life of Chha- 
trapati Sambhaji Maharaj, 
the son of Indian warrior- 
king Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj. The film stars 
Rashmika Mandanna in the 
role of Yeshubai Bhosle, 
wife of Sambhaji Maharaj 
along with Akshaye Khanna, 
Ashutosh Rana and Divya 
Dutta in supporting roles. 

This is Vicky’s 2nd 
biggest clash after ‘Sam Ba- 
hadur’, which locked horns 


excitement reaching new 
heights after the release of 


Sukumar. It also stars Rash- 
mika Mandanna, and Fa- 


with the Ranbir Kapoor- 
starrer ‘Animal’. ians 


Zendaya reveals why fashion became important to her 


inger-actor Zendaya 

has spoken about the 

pressures of fame 
and why fashion became 
an armour to her. 

During a_ screening 
event held in New York 
City for ‘Dune: Part Two’, 
a question by the audi- 
ence drew comparisons 
between the warnings of 
Messianic cult followings 
depicted in the epic sci-fi 
film and the state of 
celebrity fandoms in pop 
culture nowadays. 

The panellists film- 
maker Denis Villeneuve 
and stars Timothée Cha- 
lamet, Zendaya and 
Austin Butler reeling with 
thoughts. 

However, Chalamet 
quipped: “If I start an- 
swering, you guys need to 
answer too though.” 

True to the spirit of her 
character Chani, Zendaya 


assured: “I’ll have your 
back, I gotcha.” Zendaya 
spoke to her experience 
dealing with the all-en- 
compassing nature of 
being a celebrity. 

“T feel like, often, I am 
not cut out for that part of 
it. Ido love my job, I’m so 
grateful. I love doing the 
work, I love being on set, I 
do love moments like this 
— don’t get me wrong — 
but I am terrified of that 
part of it, often,” she said. 

Talking about her being 
an introvert, Zendaya 
added: “I was a shy kid, al- 
ways have been, and so 
this part isn’t natural — 
that is a huge reason why 
fashion became impor- 
tant to me because it be- 
came like armour to pre- 
tend to go out and do the 
job,” reports 
‘deadline.com’. 

“So I don’t know if I, ei- 


ther, can fully relate, but I 
definitely | understand 
what youre saying, and I 
think that’s what’s terrify- 
ing to me,” she concluded. 
“T would like to be a per- 
son and for people to see 
me as that first.” 

“J don’t necessarily 
know if I want or can han- 
dle all of that or want 
(that) — some people 
that’s part of it, they enjoy 
the power that comes 
from it, and I don’t know 
if that’s for me,” she 
added. 

Butler said he had noth- 
ing to add to Zendaya’s 
words. This isn’t the first 
time Zendaya has been 
candid about her dis- 
comfort with fame, hav- 
ing talked about the 
“complicated feelings” 
she has toward child act- 
ing and stardom earlier 
this year. 1ans 


